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AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
APRIL 2009
Charles Dickens could have been writing about 2009 when he penned his famous "It was the best of times. It was the worst of times." In fact, he could have been
writing about the weather. If meteorologists traced the variance between perfect and wretched, yesterday would have shattered the standard deviation mark. Big,
fast swings show up everywhere these days. Conditions change on a dime. But volatility isn't new. Yesterday we observed Palm Sunday — the "triumphal entry."
Sadly, it only took five days for Palm Sunday hosannas to become Good Friday hisses. It only took five days for "Hail him!" to become "Crucify him!" It's interesting
to look at what was going on with Jesus during those five days. On a walk from Bethany to Jerusalem, he got hungry. He spotted a fig tree, and that probably made
him hungrier. But there was a problem. It wasn't fig season. That shouldn't be a problem for someone who can turn tap water into fine wine. Still, when Jesus found
the tree fruitless, he cursed it rather than "fixed" it. The next day the tree was shriveled and dead. We could chalk that up to Jesus being in a bad mood. Who could
blame him? He knew what was coming. But maybe he was sending us a message. Maybe he was telling us and his disciples that every season is fruit season. In today's
environment, we all have a good excuse not to bear fruit. Sometimes you just want to survive. But Jesus says that bearing fruit is how you survive. It's how you keep
from shriveling and dying. Feeding the hungry is not seasonal. Giving more than anyone expects is not seasonal. Waiting around until the season changes doesn't
work. We need to bear fruit all the time. For us at Whitworth, bearing fruit means living these days on high alert. It means spotting students in need; it means
watching constantly for opportunities to nourish students. It means doing our jobs, in season and out of season. And it means relying on you to fortify our efforts.
Thank you for your faithfulness, year 'round. We're not waiting for a new season.
ACADEMICS
The seventh annual Spokane Intercollegiate Research Conference will be
held on campus April 25, in Weyerhaeuser Hall. Graduate and undergradu-
ate students from Whitworth and Gonzaga will present their academic work
to an audience of peers.
Great news from Cincinnati. Our Ethics Bowl team tied for fifth in the na-
tion at the National Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl. The team was undefeated in
three preliminary rounds of competition and narrowly lost to defending national
champion Clemson University. Members of the Whitworth team include junior
Dan Herve and seniors Chris Caldwell, Heather Stevens, Kelly Vincent and
Nicole Holland. The team was coached by Mike Ingram (Academic Affairs)
and Keith Wyma (Philosophy). This was Whitworth's first trip to the national
bowl. Not bad!
Lindy Scott (Spanish) is the co-editor and co-author of Los Evangelicos:
Portraits of Latino Protestantism in the United States (Wipf & Stock, 2009).
A group of church historians collaborated on this book, which, Lindy says, is
"somewhat unique in that it covers the broad spectrum of Latino/ Hispanic
churches in the United States." He adds, "It is our hope that this project helps
to round out the study of Christianity."
Great news from the School of Education: The SOE is now approved to offer
the specialty endorsement in gifted education. Kudos to Margo Long, Chris Huss,
Roberta Wilburn and the Gifted Advisory Board for making this happen.
We will be hosting three very interesting presentations this month. First,
Betty Williams (Education/Lindaman Chair) will deliver the Lindaman Chair
Lecture (April 15, 7:30 p.m., Robinson Teaching Theatre). Her topic, which
reflects many years of research and practice, is "What Works in Treating Au-
tism: Examining the Evidence." The following evening, the Rev. Peter Storey
will speak at 7:30 p.m. in the same location. Storey was chaplain at Robben
Island, South Africa, during Nelson Mandela's incarceration there. And at
7 p.m. on April 24 we will celebrate the memory of a dear faculty member
at the inaugural Nadine Chapman Endowed Reading. For a complete list of
events, see www.whitworth.edu/speakers&artists.
The Junior Art Exhibit will feature the work of 11 members of the Class
of '10 in Mélange: Beginnings, April 7-17 in the Bryan Oliver Gallery of
the Ernst F. Lied Center for the Visual Arts. This will be the first student
art show in the Lied Center, and the majority of the works were created in the
new facility.
Art from students at regional colleges and universities will be displayed at
Spokane's Chase Gallery through April 24. The Spokane Arts Commission
invites you to visit Explorations XI, which will feature works by Whitworth
students Anna Collins-Wakeman, Nathan Ellefson and Bryan Putnam, all '09,
and Graeme MacPherson, '10.
The Whitworth Wind Symphony will present Postcards on Sunday, May 3,
at 3 p.m. in Cowles Auditorium. The program will feature guest soloist Kirk
Ferguson, principal trombone in the Spokane Symphony. Also on the program is
Karel Husa's landmark Music for Prague 1968, the composer's personal response
to oppression and to the 1968 Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia.
It's a good thing Richard Strauch's research turned out the way it did. Rich, a
professor in our music department, discovered that a high percentage of incom-
ing Whitworth students who were involved in high school band are academic
high achievers as well. The same is true of current students who participate in
Whitworth's music ensembles. His findings were published last fall in the journal
of the Washington Music Educators Association; they are also featured in the
April 2009 issue of Teaching Music, the national journal of the Music Educators
National Conference.
Whitworth will host a civic-engagement colloquium for the Spokane commu-
nity on April 9. Led by our student Bonner Leaders, the colloquium will present
audience members with a set of local and global issues as well as information
about ways to become directly involved in solving some of those problems. Our
students are not wringing their hands, waiting for the world to improve. They're
bearing fruit now.
Each year, Spokane's great GetLit: Festival welcomes important writers to
share their work. As part of this year's GetLit!, our English department will host
a reading by Phillis Levin, of Hofstra University, whose poetry has been showered
with awards and has been published everywhere that matters. Levin will read on
April 8 at 7 p.m. in the Music Recital Hall. And Whitworth's own noted poet
Laurie Lamon, '79, (English) will participate in an after-hours poetry read-around
at Europa Restaurant, downtown, on April 17 at 9 p.m. Finally, Jim McPherson
(Communication Studies) will join two other Spokane-area news experts in a
panel discussion about recent and future trends in print and digital media. The dis-
cussion will take place at Auntie's Bookstore, downtown, on April 11 at 3 p.m.
ENROLLMENT
May 1 is our deposit deadline for incoming fall '09 freshmen. Right now it
looks like we won't have any space for admitted students who wish to deposit after
that date. This is going to be a great class. We've spoken with so many excellent
students *ho are drawn to Whitworth not only for our strong academics but for
the rich sense of community they find here.
In May and June, the financial aid office will e-mail 2009-10 renewal award
notifications to current students. The priority deadline to file the FAFSA for
need-based financial aid is May 1. Academic scholarships are renewed automati-
cally (if all criteria are met).
STUDENT LIFE
March was an eventful month in many ways. Intramurals held their first-ever
badminton and pickleball tournaments, which were overwhelmingly successful,
and the senior class had about 200 students show up for a bowling night. (My first
date with Bonnie was bowling. Actually, I wasn't with Bonnie; she was with the
other guy on our double date. I had been a college athlete, and her college life
was spent practicing piano. She demolished me in bowling. Then she made fun
of me for being so bad. Such indignity from someone I had known for only three
hours.. .the first two of which were spent watching Billie Jean King thrash Bobby
Riggs in "The Battle of the Sexes." I should have seen something coming. At the
time, I didn't realize that I would marry Bonnie, nor could I have known that for
the rest of my life I could not say the word "bowling" without her howling about
how she destroyed me.) Students are still taking advantage of the snow-covered
mountains by hitting local ski and snowboard parks. They also filled a rooter bus
to cheer on the men's basketball team at a second-round NCAA playoff game in
Tacoma. Student leadership hiring is taking place all over campus for positions
for next year, and the ASWU election process begins soon. During Spring Break,
SERVE took students to Jamaica to work with children in a VBS, while outdoor
rec hosted a trip to Utah, where students were able to kayak, ride mountain bikes,
rock-climb and not go bowling.
RESOURCES
Last week I posted a letter online that describes our financial situation. You
can read it by checking www.whitworth.edu under Campus News. Yesterday I
saw a similar letter from the president of an excellent school in Pennsylvania.
The conditions there are virtually identical to what I reported, so we are not
alone. And we are also not alone because the One who "never slumbers nor
sleeps" watches us with "a steadfast love that endures forever." No portfolio is
better than that.
With only a couple more months remaining in the fiscal year, we're counting
on the great work of the phonathon's student staff as alumni, parents and
friends fulfill the pledges they made over the phone to The Whitworth Fund.
To date we have just over $130,000 in pledges, and we're counting on that money
to add to the final Whitworth Fund total on the big (end-of-our-fiscal-year) day,
June 30. If you have not mailed in your gift, please send it to the annual-giving
office or visit the website (www.whitworth.edu/give) to fulfill your pledge.
ATHLETICS
The Whitworth men's track and field team had quite a month in March.
The ri t-,ites•finished nthir4.place at the NCAA Division III Indoor Track and
Field Championships, matching last year's outdoor-meet finish. Cody Stelzer was
named the West Region Men's Field Athlete of the Year by the US11-CCCA
after he won the indoor national title in the high jump. Emmanuel Bofa is the
West Region Men's Track Athlete of the Year after he finished second in the
800 meters at the indoor championships. And Toby Schwarz not only claimed
the West Region Men's Coach of the Year award - he was also selected as the
NCAA DIII National Men's Indoor Coach of the Year. Kudos to these guys for
hitting the trifecta!
The men's and women's golf teams played in the NWC Spring Classic this
week at Chambers Bay GC in University Place, and Whitworth's women
surprised the field with a big win. This tournament counts for 25 percent of
the final conference standings. The women also won the NWC Fall Classic
last October, so they're looking strong. The men are just getting started; they
posted a fifth-place finish at the spring classic and are looking forward to the
rest of the season.
Women's tennis is ranked No. 30 in the latest ITA Division III poll. The
Pirates are 17-3 overall and 14-0 in the NWC. Earlier this season Whitworth ended
Linfield's 108-match NWC winning streak that dated back seven seasons. Depth
has been the strength of the team as the Bucs are strong throughout the singles
ladder. Even more impressive: Whitworth is 40-2 in doubles matches against
NWC competition this year, and Katie Staudinger's singles record is 18-0.
Whitworth's men's tennis team is 10-7 heading into the final stages of the
season. The Pirates are 9-6 against NWC competition and should be seeded
fourth or fifth at the upcoming Northwest Conference tournament (April 17-
18) in Yakima.
Our young baseball team has been experiencing some growing pains this season.
The Pirates are starting several freshmen throughout the lineup. One of those
young guns, Landon Scott, is leading the team with a .404 batting average.
The Pirate softball team is coming off of a trip to the Sun West Tournament
in California. Lacey Kerr is among the leaders in the Northwest Conference
with a .481 batting average this season. After starting the season 1-8, our team
has won seven of its last 11 games.
Natalie Turner had another outstanding year at the NCAA Division III
Swimming and Diving Championships. The junior has competed in nine
individual events at the NCAA championships and has scored nine times. She
broke Whitworth and Northwest Conference records in both the 500-yard and
1,650-yard freestyle events at the meet. Freshman Rory Buck broke the Whitworth
and NWC men's record while scoring in the 200-yard breaststroke.
ALUMNI
Whitworth aTimnFire-in-iifed-to join Leonard Oakland in - Iacorna-em
Tuesday, April 21, for a light appetizer reception prior to the City of Destiny
Faith and Film Festival at the Grand Cinema. The reception begins at 5:30
p.m. At 6 p.m., Leonard will speak briefly on the topic of faith and film prior to
a showing of Crimes and Misdemeanors. The film begins at 6:45 p.m. and tickets
will be available at the theater. For more information, contact the alumni office
at alumni@whitworth.edu or 800.532.4668.
The classes of 1959 and 1949 will celebrate their 50- and 60-year reunions
during Commencement Weekend, May 16-17. All alumni from 1959 and earlier
are invited to the festivities. Contact the alumni office for more details.
In the last three weeks I've participated in eight president's receptions in four
states. I'm pretty sick of hearing myself speak, but seeing so many Whitworth
friends and family provides ample energy. Particularly in Portland and Seattle,
I shook many of the same hands that I had the great privilege to shake as they
were extended to me on the commencement stage. Our exchanges were filled
with great stories and the awakening of dormant (and not so dormant) memories.
Special thanks go to the '00 and '97 grads for their uncommon consultation,
plus high fives to the Portland afterglowers who asked for an M&H shout-out.
Mostly, great thanks go to all of you who made the effort to join us. The final
reception is in Spokane on April 23 (call 509.777.3799 or register online at www.
whitworth.edu/presidentsreceptions). Seeing alumni, parents and friends living
lives that represent the best of Whitworth's mission inspires us all.
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AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
DECEMBER 2009
Ye Shall Have a Song is the title for this year's Christmas Festival Concerts. It's perfect. Songs have to be some of God's loveliest gifts. We can't imagine life without
music. My wife makes her living making music, as did my mother. I just listened in, although this morning Bonnie tried to tell me that she likes it when I sing
with her. She must like the concept; no self-respecting musician could like the sound. "Ye shall have a song" is taken from a specific promise God gave to Israel
as part of an intense, three-part message recorded in Isaiah 30. The chapter begins with God's fury over Israel's unfaithfulness; it then shifts to God's tender
promises of grace toward Israel; it ends with God's fiery wrath raining down on the enemies of Israel. Interestingly, Israel receives its promise of a song right in
the middle of God's closing diatribe. The promise seems to be in the wrong stanza. But maybe it's where it belongs, where it's most needed — right in the middle
of the chaos. God gives us a song when everything seems beyond our control. When things seem too bad to be true or too good to be true, God gives us a song.
Just 20 years ago, world-renowned cellist Mstislav Rostropovich accompanied the destruction of the Berlin wall by sitting in its crumbling shadow playing Bach.
For this exiled Russian, only music would do. We need a song to express the heights of our joy. We need a song to express the depths of our sorrow. With songs,
God introduces the incarnate Christ, our savior: "Hark the herald.. .peace on earth.. .Glory to God in the highest." There's no better song than that. We at
Whitworth wish you a joyful, music-filled Christmas.
ACADEMICS
This fall our faculty members are presenting their research to colleagues
near and far. Some of the presentations include Charles Andrews (English):
"Calling All Armed and Fanatical Pacifists: Shaw's International Peace-
Building and 'St. Joan," to the International Shaw Society, in Washington,
D.C.; • Martha Gady (Math): "Transcendental Function Applications" to
the Northwest Mathematics Conference, in Whistler, B.C., Canada; • Jim
McPherson (Communication Studies): "20th-Century Periods of Change in
Journalism," to the American Journalism Historians Association, in Birming-
ham, Ala.; • Lindy Scott (Spanish), "Christians and Politics within the United
States," to the Mexican National Congress on Religion, Society and Politics,
in Puebla, Mexico; • Patrick Van Inwegen (Political Science), "The Limits
of Nonviolence," to the Peace & Justice Studies Association, in Milwaukee.
More than 400 elementary-school-age children participated in this year's
Whitworth Writing Rally. Lisa Laurier (Education) directed the event. Author
Candace Fleming, who spoke on the theme "Everything Is a Story," is a recent
recipient of the Orbis Pictus Award (for children's nonfiction, presented at the
annual National Teachers of English Association Conference). The writing
rally has blessed children since the 1980s. This year, one mother wrote, "My
daughter has been writing stories since first grade, and it's programs like this
one that encourage her."
Gordon Jackson's new book, 'Jesus Does Stand-Up,' and Other Satires:
Parables, Pictures and Parodies for Today's Church, was published this
month by Resource Publications. I love Gordon's ability to find humor and
poignancy in the least-expected places.
A team of Whitworth students took third place at the eighth annual
Northwest Regional Ethics Bowl last month in Seattle. This year marks the
seventh time in eight years that a Whitworth team has placed in the semifinals
or finals. Members of the Whitworth team include philosophy and theology
majors Dan Herve, '10, and Jared Lollar, '11, philosophy and sociology major
Benjameen Quarless, '12, philosophy and marketing major Mary Rupert, '10,
and speech communications major Michella Sutherland, '12. The team is
coached by Mike Ingram (Communication Studies/Academic Affairs) and
Keith Wyma (Philosophy).
Eight Whitworth singers earned a total of nine awards in the classical voice
and musical theatre categories at the National Association of Teachers of
Singing competition. More than 160 students from universities across Eastern
Washington auditioned for the Inland Empire Chapter of NATS. Senior Mollie
McComb received two awards, taking first place in musical theatre and second
place in classical voice. Senior Ellie VerGowe took first place in classical voice.
Freshman MacKenzie Covington, junior Tyler Kruse, senior Mac Merchant
and freshman Kirsten Mullen all earned second-place honors in classical voice.
Sophomore Ira McIntosh took second place in musical theatre, and freshman
Jordan Kingma earned third place in classical voice.
The Whitworth Jazz Ensemble, under the direction of Dan Keberle, will
spend Jan Term traveling to New York City and New Orleans for perfor-
mances at various universities and high schools. Joining them will be New
York jazz artists Donny McCaslin, Lee Konitz and Ryan Keberle, and New
Orleans legend Trombone Shorty. They will also have the chance to hear
bands such as the Maria Schneider Big Band, the Vanguard Jazz Orchestra,
and the Pedro Giraudo Jazz Orchestra. By the way, the fall jazz concert at the
Fox Theatre was dazzling.
We took a giant step in our thriving science programs by breaking ground
in early November on the new $32 million biology/chemistry building.
The building is the first phase of a planned $53 million project to expand and
renovate the university's science facilities; this is in response to a 50 percent
increase in the number of Whitworth science majors in recent years. We were
pleased to have U.S. Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, Washington State Rep.
Kevin Parker, '96, and Marcus Riccelli, from U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell's of-
fice, attend the ground-breaking ceremony along with the lead architects and
contractors on the project and Whitworth science faculty and students. To
learn more about the project or to make a needed donation, please visit www.
whitworth.edu/scienceinitiative.
Three teams of Whitworth computer science students outmaneuvered their
peers and solved a series of complex programming problems during the 34th
annual Association for Computing Machinery Pacific Northwest Regional
Computer Programming Contest. Eighty teams from the Western U.S. and
Canada took part in the Nov. 7 battle of the brains at the U. of Idaho. The
top Whitworth team — seniors Timothy Bull, David Jackson and Josh Simmons
— solved five of 10 problems in 428 minutes to beat 62 other teams and rank
18th. The top two Whitworth teams finished above those from Whitworth's
peer schools in the region and beat many teams from larger schools, including
Gonzaga, Stanford, Cal Berkeley, U. of Oregon, U. of Washington and WSU.
"The standings say a lot about the high caliber of students that Whitworth
attracts," says Kent Jones (Math & Computer Science). "Teams who rank well
in the regional competition are looked on favorably by corporate recruiters."
The Third Annual International Teacher Education Symposium was held last
month at Whitworth. The symposium is a collaboration among Whitworth,
Mukogawa Women's University, in Japan, Mukogawa Fort Wright Institute,
Gonzaga and EWU; it is designed to promote a greater understanding of interna-
tional issues in teacher education and appreciation of other cultures. This year's
theme was "Building Bridges and Breaking Down Barriers." The symposium was
the kickoff event preceding the Whitworth School of Education's celebration of
International Education Week, which aims to build international understanding,
foster programs that prepare Americans for life in a global environment, and
attract future leaders from abroad to study in the United States.
Three of our faculty members are engaged in sabbatical research this fall.
Donna Pierce (Math) is examining strategies, methodologies and resources
being used by universities across the nation to support vocational and career
preparation for math majors. Mike Sardinia, '86, (Biology) is researching the
optimal molecular structure needed to increase the production of matrix me-
talloproteinases in the hippocampus, as part of an effort to battle Alzheimer's
disease. Ginny Whitehouse (Communication Studies) is developing an inter-
cultural communication textbook for journalists.
STUDENT LIFE
November was packed with great events. • Mancation and Feminight retreats
focused separately on issues facing women and men and were designed and
led by groups of student leaders with faculty and staff speakers. • Midnight
Madness, organized by Collin Gibbs, welcomed in the men's and women's bas-
ketball season with faculty vs. student competitions, slam-dunk contests, the
distribution of this year's Midnight Madness T-shirt and a contest for a lucky
student to win $25,000 by shooting 5 three-pointers in a row. (No one won.) •
Up 'til Dawn, a student-run extravaganza that featured informational sessions,
music and entertainment kept students up all night, with all proceeds going to
St Jude's Children's Research Hospital. • Cultural Awareness Week, organized
by ASWU Cultural Events Coordinator Jacquette Easterlin, included dinners,
discussions and performers and ended with the traditional International Banquet,
which featured the homeland cuisine of Whitworth's international students.
Arend Hall cleaned up in our second annual Sustainability Challenge, dur-
ing which students, faculty and staff had fun learning how individual decisions
they make about recycling, food, energy, transportation and water affect the
ability of future generations to meet their needs. The challenge pitted each of
Whitworth's residence-hall communities, off-campus students, and faculty/
staff against one another to determine who could do the most to learn about
and promote sustainability. Details of the challenge, including Arend's awe-
some dominance, are available at www.whitworth.edu/sustainabilitychallenge.
RESOURCES
This month's Whitworth Fund fact is brought to you by Dan, Mollie, Ari-
ella and Jeff, four students being featured as part of the Whitworth Fund's
annual e-mail campaign. (If you haven't been receiving these e-mails, visit
www.whitworth.edu/whitworthfund for a recap.) December usually gets the
prize for our biggest Whitworth Fund month. So, of course, we rely heavily on
this month in building our budgets. Anything you contribute will be deeply
appreciated. Thanks for your faithfulness in providing tax-deductible contribu-
tions that help to make Whitworth academically rigorous, beautiful, and more
affordable for our students in 2010 and beyond. Visit www.whitworth.edu/give to
make your gift online, or call our advancement office toll-free at 800.532.4668.
ATHLETICS
The women's cross-country team finished its best season ever by placing
sixth at the NCAA Division III Cross-Country Championship Meet. Their
Accomplishment capped a season in which the Pirates won their first Northwest
Conference title and captured the NCAA West Region championship for the
second time in school historyloy Schufeldt, a freshman, and Dana Misterek,
in her second season, both earned NCAA All-America honors by finishing
among the top 35 runners in the 280-runner field. Toby Schwarz was named
Women's West Region Coach of the Year by the USATFCCCA.
Men's soccer capped a third straight trip to the NCAA DIII National
Tournament by reaching the Elite Eight. The Bucs earned a 2-0 first-round
win over Chapman, a 2-1 second-round win over Claremont-Mudd-Scripps,
and a 1-0 win over Hardin-Simmons in the round of 16. All four games
were played on the road — the first two in Santa Cruz, Calif, and the final
two in Dubuque, Iowa. Whitworth finished the season 16-3-3 and is now
9-5-2 all-time in six NCAA tournament appearances under Head Coach
Sean Bushey.
Women's soccer concluded one of its best seasons in school history with
a record of 17-3, finishing second in the NWC with a 14-2 record. That
sterling record was not enough, though, for the women to win an at-large bid
to the NCAA DILI Tournament. (Naturally, I think we got shafted.) Senior
Lindsey Oakes concludes her Whitworth soccer career as one of our all-time
leaders in total points and goals scored.
The Pirate football team won its final two games to finish the season 5-5.
The final home contest was a dramatic come-from-behind win in overtime
against PLU. In postseason honors, senior defensive tackle Brandon Martin
was named First Team All-Northwest Conference for the third straight season.
The volleyball team swept Pacific (Ore.) in its season finale to finish the
year 10-17 overall and 6-10 in the NWC. We should be very strong next year.
The women's basketball team is 2-2 so far this season. The Pirates have
beaten Macalester (Minn.) and Colorado College, with the two losses coming
to nationally ranked NAIA opponents. The women's first home game is Dec.11
against the College of Idaho.
Men's basketball is 1-1 after opening the season at the Puget Sound Tipoff
Classic with a loss to 10th-ranked Wisconsin-Stevens Point and a win over
UC Santa Cruz. The men's first home game is also Dec. 11, with a return game
against the Banana Slugs.
The swimming teams are doing well once again. Both the men and women are
undefeated in meets against NWC opponents. Natalie Turner, Rory Buck and
Michael Woodward will all compete this month at the U.S. Senior Nationals in
Federal Way — the highest level of competition in the United States this year.
ALUMNI & PARENTS
Doug Bocaz-Larson, '93, and his wife, Kim, recently won an Emmy! Read
about their triumph at www.whitworth.edu/whitworthtoday, and see their
award-winning short documentary at http://www.warveterans.tv.
Alumni can enjoy free Pirate basketball from Dec. 27 to Jan. 30. We'll
hold our annual Alumni Night at the Fieldhouse (free admission, snacks, and
door prizes) on Jan. 22, when the Bucs take on Linfield. All other home games
(Dec. 27 and 29, Jan. 8, 9, 19, 22, 29, & 30) are also free to alumni and their
families. Start times and matchups are available on the athletics website at
www.whitworth.edu/athletics.
In January, I'll be joining the Whitworth Office of Alumni & Parent
Relations for receptions in Honolulu and Washington, D.C. In addition to
providing a university update, I'll share some thoughts on what I've learned
about leadership over the past 17 years as Whitworth's president. We would
love to see alumni, parents and friends. We'll be in Honolulu Jan. 9 and in
Washington, D.C., at the beginning of February. Register online at www.
whitworth.edu/presidentsreceptions.
MISCELLANEOUS
If you can join us at the Christmas Festival Concerts in Spokane, we'd love
to see you: Friday, Dec. 11, 8 p.m., and Saturday, Dec. 12, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.,
First Presbyterian Church. Tickets ($18 regular admission; $15 students/seniors
[62-plusl) are on sale now at 800.532.4668 and www.whitworth.edu/musictickets.
I'm at an "emerging leaders" conference in Portland right now. Tonight, I en-
countered at least a half-dozen alumni who graduated within the last 15 years. I
remember most of them as idealistic students who thought they could change the
world. Now, they are idealistic alumni who think they can change the world. And
in big and small ways, they're doing it. They are loving and serving and nurtur-
ing and showing Christ's love to people the world seems to have abandoned, or
worse. If in any way you are a stakeholder in Whitworth, you can be confident
that your investment is rippling through neighborhoods, villages and nations.
Your support and prayers never stop mattering. In this season of giving, you are
a gift to our students and to all the people they will serve and lead. Thank you.
AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
FEBRUARY 2009
I'm writing this month's newsletter on my way back from Washington, D.C., where optimism and fear struggle for the upper hand. You don't know whether to grieve
America's immense economic failure or celebrate its stunning moral triumph. In the "win" category, two stories will stay with me long after I get home. I heard
MSNBC's Eugene Robinson tell of an election night phone call he made right before the California polls closed and NBC announced President Obama's victory.
Robinson grew up in a segregated area of South Carolina. He told of the terror he felt when his father had to protect him in his own house from the state police,
who were in pursuit of a black instigator. He then told, haltingly, of making an election-night call to his dying father to say that "In a few minutes a black man will
be announced as the president-elect of the United States." The other story took me back to my own 7th grade memories. Bob Schieffer of CBS recalled the fear
that gripped him as a young reporter covering the riots that accompanied James Meredith's attempt, in 1962, to enroll at the University of Mississippi. Schleifer
contrasted that fear with the towering joy he felt this past September, back at the University of Mississippi for one of the presidential debates, as he tried to make
himself heard over the cheers of black and white students united behind a candidate whose skin was the same color as James Meredith's. The most difficult days for
President Obama are certainly yet to come. The challenges are staggering. But for now, I think it's okay to tell these warm stories of redemption. Tomorrow I'll open
our second semester with a convocation address on the redemption of Ruth, the Moabite widow. Ruth's three expressions to her master, Boaz, reveal the longing of
every alienated heart: "You noticed me; you included me; now redeem me." Along with our rigorous academic curriculum, I hope we teach the ways of redemption
to every student who attends Whitworth. I hope we notice, include and give worth to those on the outside. St. Paul reminds us that "while we were yet sinners,"
Christ noticed us, included us and died for us. Redemption. It's not just a Washington, D.C., story.
ACADEMICS
In March I'll report on Jan Term classes, but in the spirit of the preceding
paragraph I should mention that two of those classes happened to be in
Washington, D.C., during the presidential inauguration. Jim McPherson
(Communication Studies) took his Media Impact in the Contemporary U.S.
class to New York City and D.C., where they saw history being reported. The
other class that was in D.C. on Jan. 20 was Prejudice Across America, taught by
Terry McGonigal (Theology) with the assistance of Dayna Coleman and Nicole
Boymook (both Student Life). That this class would witness this inauguration is
a pretty good argument for God's providence. The course also included count-
less other moving experiences, ranging from a conversation with a Holocaust
survivor at the Holocaust Museum in D.C. to worshipping at Atlanta's Ebenezer
Baptist Church, the home church of Martin Luther King, Jr. Students had
personal encounters with Andrew Young, Bernice King, and Jessie Jackson,
and they report being equally touched by the quiet, faithful, behind-the-scenes
champions of inclusion and redemption they found in every city — folks who
never gave up on the hope of a just America.
Whitworth faculty members believe that good scholarship leads to good
teaching. The spring term began with the fourth annual Faculty Scholarship
Celebration Luncheon. This is a time of recognizing the breadth and depth of
faculty scholarly work. During the last academic year, 112 professors, lecturers and
instructors — more than three-quarters of our faculty — engaged in scholarship
that was published, presented or performed. You can find the full list of their
good work on our website at www.whitworth.edu/facultyscholarship.
The Tom O'Day art exhibit will be hosted in the beautiful new Lied Center
for the Visual Arts between Feb. 17 and April 3. Join us for the opening
reception Tuesday, Feb. 17, at 5 p.m., in the Brian Oliver Gallery.
Whitworth will honor long-serving Professor of English Leonard Oakland
by hosting the inaugural Leonard A. Oakland Film Festival Feb. 20-22.
The festival will feature three film showings as well as discussions with
several of the filmmakers, including Leonard's longtime friend Ron Shelton,
writer/director of Bull Durham and White Men Can't Jump. On Feb. 21 at 6
p.m., Whitworth will also host the Leonard A. Oakland Celebration Banquet
at the Davenport Hotel, in downtown Spokane. The banquet will include
the premiere of a new short film, A Portrait of Leonard Oakland, produced by
Andrea Palpant Dilley, '00, who is a producer and director at Spokane-based
North by Northwest Productions. For more details, please contact Nancy Rau
at nrau@whitworth.edu.
I haven't been back to campus since the Jan Term classes returned, but I
did speak to a few on-campus students taking classes that involved experi-
ential learning. Jenny Brown (French) taught Intensive Oral French by having
students watch and discuss French movies. Diana Trotter (Theatre) taught the
Jesus on Film course, and I spoke with many students from that class. Corliss
Slack (History) and Doug Sugano (English) team-taught Seeing and Believing.
They took students on field trips to investigate rituals and spaces designed by
Native Americans, Hindus, Buddhists, Greek Orthodox Christians and Jews.
Jim Hunt (History) used some of his sabbatical research from last year to teach
a seminar on naturalist John Muir and his thousand-mile walk through the
South in 1867. Jim used slides he took by following Muir's trail in the same
months Muir did. Ron Pyle (Communication Studies) and Rev. CA/. Andrews,
of Calvary Baptist Church, team-taught African-American Preaching. Students
visited African-American churches in Spokane and heard from many guest
preachers in class.
On Feb. 12 the Whitworth Speakers & Artists program begins with a Great
Decisions lecture by Melissa Ahern, who'll speak on "Peak Oil: Expected
Impacts on the Domestic and Global Economies during the Next Decade." On
March 5, Steven Jensen will present a lecture "In the Shadow of Slums." Jensen
has 25 years of experience in emergencies and disasters in the United States
and New Zealand and has worked for the United Nations' high commissioner
for refugees in Southeast Asia. For a complete list of Speakers & Artists events,
please see www.whitworth.edu/speakers&artists.
ENROLLMENT
The Whitworth Financial Aid Office is beginning to review files for new
freshmen and transfer students for 2009-10. New students who have filed the
FAFSA by the March 1 deadline will begin receiving their financial aid awards
in March. Continuing students who meet the May 1 deadline for submitting the
renewal FAFSA (www.fafsa.ed.gov) will receive their awards electronically in May
and June. Academic scholarships are automatically renewed.
STUDENT LIFE
As usual, Jan Term offered a plea-sing change of pace to the students who
didn't travel. While many students were off campus participating in Jan Term
study programs, on-campus students listened to coffee house concerts, skied on
local mountains, cheered on the men's and women's basketball and swim teams,
watched movies while eating pancakes, competed in the talent contest "Whitworth
Unplugged," and hoped to assume the title of "Pirate Idol." Some of the seniors
I encountered were in a fat academic-credits situation, enabling them to make
skiing or Pilates or another activity course their full load.
RESOURCES
In an economic recession that makes a college education more important than
ever and yet more challenging to afford, Whitworth appears for the third
straight year in Kiplinger's ranking of the top 50 private university values in
the U.S. Whitworth is No. 39 in the 2009 rankings, joining the following West
Coast schools: Stanford (No. 10), USC (No. 30), Pepperdine (No. 35), Gonzaga
(No. 37), and Santa Clara University (No. 43). The rankings (available online
at www.kiplinger.comitools/privatecolleges), are based on academic quality and
affordability, with quality accounting for two-thirds of the formula.
I don't know why our communications chief, Greg Orwig, '91, thinks I
should mention this, but a couple of weeks ago I sent the students a message
on YouTube. I did it mainly because it was late at night, and I was too tired to
write an e-mail. E-mails take me a long time to write because I have some kind
of psychological dysfunction that gets me looping infinitely between writing
and editing (and never really improving) the e-mails I send to students. So I just
videoed a message, uploaded it to YouTube and e-mailed the link (www.youtube.
com/watch?v=1Dy0crj650k). I also added the link for Whitworth's Facebook site
—www.facebook.com/pages/spokane-wa/whitworth-university/28199631440. You
should visit it. I've become so hip.
ATHLETICS
Our swimming teams continue to dominate the Northwest Conference. Both
the men and the women are 6-0 against the NWC this season with one dual
meet remaining. The Pirate men have extended their NWC dual meet winning
streak to 63, and a win on Saturday will mean that a full decade has passed since
the Bucs lost a conference dual meet. Sophomore Michael Woodward added
the 500-yard freestyle to his list of events and he now has posted three of the
NWC's four fastest times this season. Senior Brittany Gresset continues to roll
through her competition in the sprint freestyle events; she has the conference's
best times in both the 50 and 100-yard distances. The teams are beginning to
rest up for the 2009 NWC championships, which will take place Feb. 13-15 in
Federal Way. The women are hoping for their second straight NWC title, while
the men are gunning for their seventh in a row.
The basketball teams are both 5-3 following the first half of conference play,
and each is in the thick of NWC playoff contention. The women bounced
back from potential disaster with a 5-1 stretch after losing their first two NWC
contests. In a win at Lewis & Clark, senior Alida Bower poured in 34 points,
a career high, while making seven three-pointers. Her point total is the high-
est in the conference this season. The Whitworth men also had an amazing
individual performance in January, when sophomore David Riley tied his own
school record with eight three-pointers, all in the first half, on the way to a
career-high 37 points. That effort led the Pirates to an insurmountable 57-14
halftime lead over PLU. The top four teams in the standings will make the
contelertee-tobrfialrferica he end of the season,-ifidih—Whitworth teams
are in the thick of that chase.
The track and field teams are competing indoors and working to earn quali-
fication to the NCAA Division III indoor championships in March. Junior
Cody Stelzer, the defending NCAA Division III outdoor champion in the high
jump, has already punched his ticket to the indoor meet.
The tennis teams will be going strong by this weekend. The Pirate women
hope to improve on last season's runner-up finish in the NWC by claiming their
first conference title since 1997.
Baseball, under new head coach Dan Ramsay, will open the season at a tour-
nament in Arizona Feb. 19-21. And the softball team, under new head coach
Joe Abraham, will open the season at a tournament in Portland Feb. 21-22. The
golf teams will tee off on their spring schedule in March.
ALUMNI
This spring I'll be joining the Whitworth Office of Alumni &Parent Relations
for a series of president's receptions. We would love to see alumni, parents,
friends and prospective students and their families at these gatherings. At each
one I'll provide an update on what's been happening at Whitworth as well as a
sneak preview of our top priorities over the next five years. In addition to providing
a university update, I'll also share from my new book, coming out this month:
Incarnate Leadership: 5 Leadership Lessons from the Life of Jesus (Zondervan). It's
pretty surprising to find out how different Jesus' leadership style was from most
of the styles we see today. We'll be in Southern California (March 12 &13),
Colorado (March 19 & 20), the Bay Area (March 26 & 27), Seattle (April 2),
Portland (April 3) and Spokane (April 23). Register online for the event nearest
you at www.whitworth.edu/presidentsreceptions.
Join us as alumni, parents and friends gather to hear Brooke Kiener, '99,
(Theatre) share her director's commentary and an introduction to the spring
production of Tina Howe's Museum, on Saturday, March 7. The play, which
will be presented in Cowles Auditorium on March 6, 7, 13 and 14 at 8 p.m. and
March 8 at 2 p.m., questions what "art" means to its makers, their families and
friends, and what it conveys to collectors, curators, aficionados, browsers, wander-
ers, philistines and the security guards who watch over it. All of these questions
spring from Howe's simple theme of people in a public space looking at an object.
Ultimately, it's the visitors who are on display in this sophisticated and multi-
layered comedy. The alumni dessert begins at 6:45 p.m., and the curtain goes up
promptly at 8. Cost is $14; you can register on the alumni website.
February is Heritage-Month,-celebrating Whitworth4-14Qadakailoosaarl. You
can find all of the details at www.whitworth.edu/heritagemonth. The featured
program this year is the Leonard A. Oakland Film Festival Feb. 20-22 (see item
under Academics). We hope you will join in the celebration. We love Leonard
on so many levels. This will be great.
The Whitworth Orchestra's Spring Break Tour will take place in the follow-
ing venues: March 20, 7:30 p.m.: Hanford High School, 450 Hanford Street,
Richland; March 21, 7:30 p.m.: Lake Grove Presbyterian Church, 4040 Sunset
Drive, Lake Oswego, Ore.; March 23, 7 p.m.: St. Andrew Presbyterian Church,
1390 Franklin Blvd., Yuba City, Calif.; March 25, 7:30 p.m.: CUSD Performing
Arts Center, 2770 E. International Ave., Fresno, Calif.; and March 27, 8 p.m.,
First Presbyterian Church, 2407 Dana St., Berkeley, Calif. I hope you can come
out to hear this excellent group, led by Associate Professor of Music (and violinist
extraordinaire) Philip Baldwin.
I won't be able to talk about Ruth tomorrow without citing her exquisite expres-
sion of commitment to Naomi, "Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from
following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest,
I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God." In terribly
difficult economic times, Ruth's commitment sustained her relationship with
Naomi. During our own economic challenges, it will be committed relationships
that sustain us. In this spirit, we thank you for your sustaining commitment to
Whitworth.
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AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
JANUARY 2009
Happy new year! A lot of people seem to be expressing relief to have 2008 in their rear-view mirrors. We did break a few "falling" records. Both the stock market
and the snow in Spokane fell with a vengeance. And both of these falls put pressure on Whitworth's budget, but we'll manage. I just read an editorial about last
year's woes. The final sentence read, "Here's the lesson of 2008: If something seems too good to be true, it probably is." I'm sure that principle applies to glitzy bank
loans and Bernie Madofftype schemes, but it doesn't apply to everything. What about grace? Who among us has lifted the communion chalice without feeling that
Christ's sacrifice for "a wretch like me" is too good to be true? Who among us has experienced a life-giving relationship without feeling it's just too good to be true?
We see grace daily when we're looking for it. I hope Whitworth gives our students the eyes to recognize the truth of some things that seem just too good to be true.
I admit that 2008 was harsh, but it was filled with stories of immense goodness. At Whitworth, we saw miracles big and small that enabled our students to study
here. We witnessed enabling gifts that came from people who were already sacrificing to give their own children a Whitworth education. Even in the most difficult
times, grace abounds. In 2008 I saw a wedding, an ordination, a family, a school, and a little guy in Boise, Idaho, that all seemed too good to be true. I guess that's
the whole point of grace. I hope 2009 brings our students and all of you grace upon grace.
ACADEMICS
Jan Term begins this week with students traveling to distant lands. Our students
are studying a variety of disciplines in some pretty far-flung places:
• Research techniques in tidal pools along the Washington coast with Craig
Tsuchida (Biology)
• International business in Central America with Karla Morgan
(Economics)
• The national media with Jim McPherson (Communication Studies) in New
York and Washington, D.C., during the presidential inauguration
• The arts in New York City with Brooke Kiener, '99, (Theatre) and in
Germany and Italy with Ben Brody, '97, and Richard Strauch (Music)
• Prejudice Across America with Terry McGonigal (Theology)
• The culture and language of Mexico with Lindy Scott (Spanish)
. • Cultural anthropology in Hawaii with Raja Tanas (Sociology)
• African culture with Rick Hornor, '70, (Theatre) and Moses Pulei, '97,
(Theology) in Tanzania
• The Reformation in Germany with Jim Edwards, '67, and Adam Neder
(Theology)
• Spiritual renewal at the Tall Timber Lodge with Jerry Sittser (Theology)
We are fortunate to have Callie Crossley on campus for several days this
month. She is a noted television and radio commentator and documentary
and TV news producer who frequently appears on NPR, CNN and C-SPAN.
Crossley was a producer for Eyes on the Prize: America's Civil Rights Years, the
critically acclaimed documentary series that received an Oscar nomination and
won several film and journalism awards, including an Emmy and the Gold Baton
of the DuPont-Columbia Award. She will be speaking in several classes and
presenting a public lecture, "For Better AND Worse: The Shotgun Marriage of
New and Old Media and Its Impact on Election '08," this week in the Robinson
Teaching Theatre.
The art department is hosting an exhibit of Lanny DeVuono's work through
Feb. 7. DeVuono presented a lecture following the opening reception for her
exhibit on Jan. 6.
Pamela Corpron Parker, '81, (English) was awarded a short-term visiting
fellowship at Baylor University's Armstrong Browning Library. Pam is the only
American professor receiving this award for 2008-09. She will spend Jan Term
at Baylor working on the Browning chapter for her book on literary tourism.
Nancy Bunker (Library) has been selected to serve on the Library Council
of Washington representing four-year academic libraries. The appointment
was made by Secretary of State Sam Reed and State Librarian Jan Walsh. The
appointment represents a significant professional responsibility and honor.
We're proud of Nancy!
Dan Keberle (Music) just received word that his original composition for jazz
ensemble, Blues for LK, and his arrangement for jazz ensemble, Oracle, have
both been selected for publication by the University of Northern Colorado
Jazz Press. This makes a total of 15 of Dan's arrangements to be published by
NCJP. Pretty amazing.
Spanish professors Angeles Aller and Kim Hernandez served with their
students as Spanish interpreters for the Revolve 2008 All Access Tour at the
Spokane Arena last November. Revolve is a ministry created by the Women
of Faith organization that uses music, drama and testimonies to minister to
young women. During the conference, Angeles and Kim provided simultaneous
interpretation for the speakers and musicians. Can you imagine?
STUDENT LIFE
December was an abbreviated month, but it saw more than a month's worth
of celebrations. It began with a feast of cookies, appetizers and wassail at the
President's Christmas Reception. While they attended the reception, folks could
shop for handmade baked goods from The Whitworth Women's Auxiliary. As
always, students see December as a special time of giving. Many residence halls
and clubs adopted families in the area, supplying them with food and gifts. Our
students even sent gifts (including boatloads of chocolate) and pine cones to
Westmont College, just to let them know of our support as they dealt with the
aftermath of devastating fires. And, of course, Bonnie and I hosted our annual
Finals Study Break/Christmas Carol Sing, with students crammed into our living
room singing in full voice.
Jan Term presents a different rhythm for our students. Those who like to focus
on one course love the concentrated format. Even though hundreds of students
will be studying off campus, we'll still have well over 1,000 in our residence halls.
I'm sure they will turn out strong for athletics events, including the ones in which
they slide down the side of a mountain. We enjoy nine excellent ski areas within
two hours of campus.
ENROLLMENT
It's financial-aid season. The 2009-10 FAFSA website is now available for students
who wish to renew their need-based financial aid for 2009-10. Families can file
the electronic pre-filled FAFSA at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Our priority deadline for
returning students wanting financial aid for 2009-10 is May 1. For new students
and students who wish to apply for summer work-study, the deadline is March
1. Students planning to attend summer school should contact the Whitworth
Financial Aid Office to discuss their plans. Students who receive only academic
scholarships don't need to file the FAFSA form. In late January, we will be mail-
ing Federal Form 1098-T to verify full- and part-time enrollment. This form is
used to support Hope or Lifetime Learning tax-credit eligibility. Please consult
your tax advisor or go to the IRS website, www.irs.gov, for more information on
available educational tax credits. You can also go to the IRS website or use the
Worksheet for Reporting Scholarships/Grants on the Federal 2008 Tax Return
found on the Financial Aid Forms webpage at www.whitworth.edu/financialaid
to determine if any of your financial aid received in 2008 is taxable.
RESOURCES
We installed the roof on our new residence hall not a minute too soon. Work
continues as everyone is pushing to stay on schedule for a summer completion. It's a
little scary to imagine the construction site quagmire when all this snow melts.
I don't know how to express our gratitude for your support this year. In spite
of all the economic challenges, you have kept The Whitworth Fund on track.
Like so many private universities, we were nervous about December, but it looks
as if it will turn out well. With your help, we can keep our momentum as we
enter 2009 and press on to the end of our fiscal year in June. We are encouraged
by our faithful annual donors, and we are excited about those of you who made a
Whitworth Fund gift for the first time. If you did not see our video messages, you
can check the Whitworth Fund webpage at www.whitworth.edu/whitworthfund
to find out some of the specific ways in which Whitworth is benefitting from
your support.
ATHLETICS
Men's basketball is 8-1 and ranked 19d' in the nation in the latest d3hoops.com
poll. The Pirates went 2-0 at the Ameriprise Whitworth Classic at Burlingame
High School in Burlingame, Calif. Sophomore Nate Montgomery had 17 points
in a 77-56 win over Simpson (Iowa) on Sunday. The following day, David Riley
scored 24 in a 79-58 win over Gustavus Adolphus. (This past weekend, the men
opened conference play in the fieldhouse with two wins. Unfortunately, the
women lost both of their games.)
Women's basketball had a record of 6-3 as they headed into Northwest Con-
ference play. The Pirates went 2-0 at the NBC Camps Whit Classic, including
a big comeback victory over nationally ranked Washington (Mo.). Junior Cassie
Pilkinton is leading the team in scoring, while junior point guard Leah Pomante
leads the squad in assists.
The swimming teams had a strong performance at the University of Wash-
ington Husky Invitational, competing against powerful NCAA DI competition
like USC, Cal and the hosts from UW. Natalie Turner posted a pair of national
qualifying times for the women, while Michael Woodward swam the NWC's
best times this season in the 200 freestyle and 200 individual medley.
Because Whitworth has two superb soccer coaches, we were able to make a
change that will bring more focus to both the men's and women's programs.
Sean Bushey will continue his conference-winning ways as head coach of the
men. Daman Hagerott, who has been assisting Sean, will return to the position
of women's head coach, a job he held from 1993-96, during which he won a pair
of conference titles.
Though the mighty University of Oregon Ducks beat Oklahoma State in
the Holiday Bowl, it's worth noting that 100 years ago, Whitworth was even
mightier. erutweighecrat nearly every position arircoTad-ered-heavy Underdogs,
Whitworth beat the Ducks 16-10 with a combination of speed and uncommon
teamwork. Drawn from a student body with only 31 males, Whitworth's team
was led by two extraordinary players. Ernie Tanner, the first African American
player on any team in the Pacific Northwest, overcame racial discrimination to
become a leader in the labor movement in Tacoma. William Paul, Whitworth's
quarterback, was a Tlingit Indian raised in Sitka, Alaska, who was later sent to
the Carlisle Indian School, in Dickinson, Penn., where he played for the legendary
coach Pop Warner. After his time at Whitworth, Paul went to law school, passed
the bar in Alaska and became the first native elected to the Alaska Territorial
Legislature. Through a series of successful lawsuits, he won native Alaskans
the right to vote, gained access for natives to public schools and won freedom
from segregation in restaurants, theaters and public transportation. A century
ago, these Whitworth men beat the odds on the gridiron and then went on to
beat the odds where it really counts. You can find the link to an article on the
1909 team by Dale Soden (History/V.P. for Planning) under "Campus News"
at www.whitworth.edu.
ALUMNI
Alumni can enjoy free home Pirate basketball until Jan. 20. On Jan. 17, we will
hold our annual Alumni Night at the Fieldhouse (free admission, snacks, and
door prizes); the Bucs will take on Pacific Lutheran at 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. Other
home games (Jan. 16 & 20) are also free to alumni and their families. Start times
and matchups are available at www.whitworth.edu/athletics.
We will host an alumni and parents reception at UPS on Feb. 13. The men's
game could decide the conference basketball championship. Currently, both
teams are nationally ranked and undefeated in conference play. The women play
at 6 p.m. and the men at 8 p.m. Complimentary refreshments will be served near
courtside during the intermission between the women's and men's games.
This spring I will be joining the Whitworth Office of Alumni & Parent Rela-
tions for a series of president's receptions. In addition to providing a university
update, I'll give a preview of a book I wrote coming out next month: Incarnate
Leadership; 5 Leadership Lessons from the Life of Jesus (Zondervan). We would
love to see alumni, parents, friends and prospective students and their families.
We'll be in Southern California (March 12 &13), Colorado (March 19 & 20),
the Bay Area (March 26& 27), Seattle (April 2), Portland (April 3) and Spokane
(TBD). Jesus led his disciples in a way that looks very different from most of the
leadership styles we see today, including my own. In this short book, I have tried
to make the case that people are inspired and empowered by the characteristics
we find in Jesus the leader. We'll be sending you more details about times, loca-
tions and registration for the receptions.
February is Heritage Month, celebrating Whitworth's 119" anniversary. You
can find all of the details at www.whitworth.edu/heritagemonth. The featured
program this year is the inaugural Leonard A. Oakland Film Festival Feb. 20-
12_0n Saturday, participants can watch Bull Durham on the big screen at the
AMC Theatre downtown and then head to the Davenport Hotel for a banquet
celebrating Leonard's service to Whitworth. The dinner program will feature a
conversation with Bull Durham's writer/director Ron Shelton, a friend of Leonard's
for many years, and the premier of the documentary short A Portrait of Leonard
Oakland. We hope you will join in the celebration. We love Leonard on so many
levels. This will be great. Online registration is now available.
Whitworth will host two alumni reunions in 2009. The classes of 1959 and
1949 will celebrate their 50th and 60th reunions during Commencement Week-
end, May 16-17. All alumni from 1958 and earlier are invited to the festivities.
The classes of 1999 and 1989 will celebrate their 10th and 20th reunions during
Homecoming Weekend, Sept. 25-27. All alumni are invited back to campus for
these great events.
Today is the first day back for our students. As soon as I finish this paragraph,
I'm headed for the HUB to see them. I'll ask about Christmas Break, and I'll
hear everything and nothing. It's a little like being a parent. The standard de-
viation of information provided is huge. Bill: "How was your break?" Student:
"Awesome!" Bill: "What'd you do?" Student: "NothinT On the other hand, I
could get pummeled with about a trillion times more information than I need.
Somehow, both responses are great. One thing is for certain: On the first day
back from semester break, students are in a good mood. Home is sweet for their
souls, and they like coming back to their school. There's a lot to be thankful for
in 2009. We're thankful for you.
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AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
MARCH 2009
Sometime around each Jan. 1, I announce to Bonnie, "My New Year's resolution this year is to undergo a major personality change." The first 15 or 20 years I made
that announcement, she smiled and said, "Won't that be nice?" Now she mutters "Attaboy," without even looking up from the newspaper. I'm reminded, Next year
make eye contact when you tell her about the personality thing. By Ash Wednesday, I am adding my forsaken resolution to the stack of failures I carry to the communion
table. I yield to the futility of trying to rewrite my DNA. We are who we are. But Lent reminds us of who we can be. At Whitworth we work very hard to help our
students hear the voc in vocation, the voice of their deeply embedded gifts and passions. Students report immense joy when they discover their calling and make
peace with God's design in their lives. But our gifts can turn on us. They can be used to glorify ourselves and to damage others. This is where the Christ of Lent
comes to the rescue. He offers redemption, even transformation; he offers a new you, but not a fundamentally different you. The cross of Christ redeems and purifies
our gifts so they can be used for their original purpose — to love God and our neighbors as ourselves. And we can do that with our gifts better than with anyone
else's. So, I hope our students will find this Lenten season to be one in which they hear the voice of their gifts in its most redeemed tones. Actually, that's not a bad
hope for all of us. Lenten blessings to you.
ACADEMICS
During Jan Term, students enrolled in Chemistry Community Outreach
offered a chemistry lab experience to more than 100 Spokane high school
sophomores who are enrolled in a Mathematics/ Engineering/Science Achieve-
ment course, to encourage underrepresented students to pursue science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math careers. In lectures by Whitworth students, the high
schoolers learned about the chemistry of color or the chemistry of survival. It
was a great experience for both sets of students.
Speaking of chemistry, while March is a time of waiting for many students
who have applied to medical school, I heard that two of our seniors have
already been accepted by at least four programs. Congratulations to Michelle
Tully, '09 (Biology), and Taryn Clark, '09 (Chemistry). I'm sure a similar fate
awaits their classmates.
Our faculty is also active. Here are some examples of recent faculty scholar-
ship presentations:
Lisa Laurier (Education) "Promoting Phonemic Awareness in Hearing-
Impaired Preschoolers" to the AILACTE Annual Conference • Kamesh
Sankaran (Physics) "Numerical Investigation of Plasma Detachment in
Magnetic Nozzle Experiments" to the Division of Plasma Physics Annual
Meeting • Alan Mikkelson, '00, (Communication Studies) "Maximization
relationship possibilities: An examination of trait maximization and the
Investment Model in romantic relationships" to the Western States Com-
munication Association • Patricia Bruininks (Psychology) "Distinguishing
positive affect states via conceptual and experiential descriptions of emotion"
to the Society for Personality and Social Psychology.
The Whitworth Symphony Orchestra will present Symphonic Inspirations
March 20-29 during its first major concert tour across Washington, Oregon
and California. Here's a list of venues and times for the orchestra's performances:
March 20, 7:30 p.m., Hanford High School, Richland; March 21, 7:30 p.m.,
Lake Grove Presbyterian Church, Lake Oswego; March 23, 7 p.m., St. Andrew
Presbyterian, Yuba City; March 25, 7:30 p.m., CUSD Performing Arts Center,
Fresno; March 27, 8 p.m., First Presbyterian Church of Berkeley.
Whitworth Theatre is currently presenting Tina Howe's Museum, which
is about art and the way it affects its audience and reveals much about human
nature through people's reactions to it. I hope you can still catch a show on March
11 or 12. You can purchase tickets online at www.whitworth.edu/theatretickets
or call 509.777.3707.
Our art department faculty members are showing their work in Spokane:
Gordon Wilson presents his exhibit Revisited through March 21 at the Tinman
Gallery, 811 W. Garland. And Stephen Rue presents Revelations at the Lorinda
Knight Gallery, 523 W. Sprague, through March 28.
ENROLLMENT
As of March 1, our application deadline, we'd received 5,799 freshman applica-
tions and 595 deposits for fall. The deposit deadline is May 1.
STUDENT LIFE
ASWU passed a proposal this month that will decrease the total number
of students in student government. It will also decrease the dollars spent to-
wards salaries so that more money can be spent on student programming. This
month, such programming included seminars by Women of Wisdom and Real
Men of Genius. Students joined faculty and staff members to learn and discuss
ideas about faith, relationships and gender. The men and women then came
together to hear Bonnie and me talk about what we've learned in our 35 years
of marriage. It was a huge privilege for us to share with students how much we
really like each other. February ended with a very well-programmed conclusion
to National Eating Disorders Month. We also seemed to have a ton of fairs in
the HUB this month, starting with an ASWU club fair, then the summer camp
and service-learning fairs, followed by the graduation fair and the internship and
career fairs. Finally, we celebrated Black History Month with events including
the Gospel Explosion and the Soul Food Dinner. It was a packed month.
RESOURCES
On March 6 we celebrate Tuition Freedom Day— the symbolic point in the year
when student tuition stops paying for the cost of enrollment, and gifts and other
income sources kick in. Without support from donors, our endowment and a few
other small sources, each student's tuition would be $6,500-plus higher per year.
So another good name for this day would be "Thanks to Our Donors Day." You're
great to help underwrite the Whitworth experience for our students.
Whitworth is working to build alumni giving participation, in part because
foundations believe this is the most important indicator of graduates' satisfaction
with their alma mater. Any alumni gift counts asparticipation; alumni couples' gifts
count twice. You can make a Whitworth Fund gift at www.whitworth.edu/give,
or call 800.532.4668. We'd love to count you among our partners.
ATHLETICS
The Pirate men's swim team claimed its seventh straight conference title at
the 2009 Northwest Conference championships. Sophomore Michael Wood-
ward was the co-Men's Outstanding Swimmer after he took home individual
championships in the 100, 200 and 500 freestyle events, all in meet record time.
Senior Tom Radtke won the 1,650 freestyle, while freshman Rory Buck won the
200 breaststroke. All three were part of the winning 400 and 800 freestyle relays.
Whitworth broke five men's team records during the meet.
Whitworth's swimmin' women were edged in the final team battle by Puget
Sound, but the Pirates put up outstanding performances. Natalie Turner was
the Outstanding Women's Swimmer of the Meet for the third straight season,
racing to victory in the 200, 500 and 1,650 freestyles — all in NWC record time.
She then set another record in the 100 freestyle while leading off the 400 relay.
Brittany Gresset won the 50 and 100 freestyles for the third straight year, and
Ashley Lecoq swept both butterfly distances (100 and 200). The Pirates also set
NWC records while winning the 200, 400 and 800 freestyle relays.
I joined the Whitworth faithful to watch in awe as the men's basketball team
(22-5) upset University of Puget Sound, the No. 3 ranked team in the nation,
in UPS's gym. This championship game of the postseason tournament went into
overtime and gave Whitworth the automatic bid to the NCAA tournament. I
can't describe the game adequately, but point guard Ross Nakamura went crazy,
David Riley and Tim Sellereit hit huge shots, Clay Gebbers and Bo Gregg played
choking defense, Nate Montgomery repeated the monster game he had against
Linfield, which got us into the finals, and Calvin "Double-Double" Jurich was
great, as always. Check our website for details on the NCAA tourney.
Women's basketball closed with a 13-12 record, 7-9 in the NWC. The Pirates
suffered a severe blow when senior forward Alida Bower injured her knee and
was lost for the season with six games left on the schedule. Whitworth closed the
season on a positive note with an 80-72 win over Lewis & Clark. Natalie Orrell
and Cassie Pilkinton scored 25 and 23 points, respectively, in the win.
The women's tennis team is off to an impressive 7-0 start in NWC matches.
Justine Hays, Katie Staudinger and Erica Bosman are all 7-0 in singles matches
in those conference events.
The men's tennis team is 6-2 in NWC matches so far. Sophomore Joe Wales is
7-1 in those eight matches, while junior Michael Shelton and sophomore Colin
Zalewski are each 6-2.
The Whitworth track and field teams have had outstanding success during
the indoor season and they now turn their attention to outdoor events. Cody
Stelzer (high jump), Emmanuel Bofa (800) and Michael Nahl (shot put) are all
qualified to compete in the 2009 NCAA Division III Indoor Track and Field
Championships March 13-14. Alyssa Thompson has already broken the women's
team record in the triple jump. The men have a legitimate chance to be national
champions this year.
The baseball and softball teams are still struggling to get outside and practice.
Snow- and ice-covered fields have prevented that so far. The baseball nine played
their season opening tournament in Arizona, losing three round-robin games
before coming back to win the semi-final game (6-5 over Washington & Lee)
and the championship (15-4 over Hastings). Mitch Nelson and Landon Scott
hit the ball well throughout the tournament, while Peter Birdwell and Nathan
Johnson had the strongest pitching performances.
The softball Pirates went 1-3 in a season-opening tournament in Portland.
Lacey Kerr hit .500 during the tournament, and Jessica Mangis pitched a
iittaplEtrP_game,ia the Pirates' win over Eastern Oregon.
Whitworth golf opens play March 14-15 at the Pacific Invitational.
ALUMNI
Heritage Month was a great success, capped off by the Leonard Oakland Film
Festival and Celebration Banquet. I was disappointed to miss the festivities,
but Bonnie reported that the movies were superb, and 250 people attended the
banquet at the Davenport to celebrate Leonard's 43-years-and-counting service
to the university. The audience was treated to a new documentary about Leonard
(directed by Andrea Palpant Dilley, '00), and we are working to make it available
to all of you soon. Seventy-seven percent of our alumni have graduated since
Leonard joined the faculty, and nearly all of them have taken Core 250 while
he has been on the team.
Whitworth will host two major alumni reunions in 2009. The classes of 1959
and 1949 will celebrate their 50- and 60-year reunions during Commencement
Weekend, May 16-17. All alumni from 1958 and earlier are invited to the festivi-
ties. The classes of 1999 and 1989 will celebrate their 10- and 20-year reunions
during Homecoming Weekend, Sept. 25-27. And we are kicking off a five-year
reunion for the class of 2004 that same weekend. All alumni are invited back
to campus for these great events. Homecoming information is available at www.
whitworth.edu/homecoming.
Per my closing remarks below, here are the general times and places for
the upcoming President's Receptions: Southern California (March 12 &13),
Colorado (March 19 & 20), the Bay Area (March 26 & 27), Seattle (April 2),
Portland (April 3) and Spokane (April 23). To register and get the specifics,
call 800.532.4668 or register online for the event nearest you at www.whitworth.
edu/presidentsreceptions.
MISCELLANEOUS
Whitworth has earned a place on the President's Higher Education Commu-
nity Service Honor Roll, administered by the Corporation for National and
Community Service. This honor roll, launched in 2006, is the highest federal
recognition a school can achieve for its commitment to service-learning and
civic engagement. Honorees for the award were chosen based on factors such
as scope and innovation of service projects, percentage of student participation
in service activities, incentives for service, and the extent to which the school
offers academic service-learning courses.
Eight urban student leaders from the Spokane area have fresh reasons for
hope and celebration. The Act Six Leadership & Scholarship Initiative an-
nounced last month the first cadre of eight Spokane students who will receive
full scholarships, four to Whitworth and four to Gonzaga. Launched in 2002
by Tim Herron and the Northwest Leadership Foundation in Tacoma, Act Six
seeks to develop potential leaders into agents of transformation on campus and
in their home communities. Since the program's inception, six cadres of ethni-
cally diverse and mostly first-generation, low-income Act Six scholars from urban
Tacoma and Seattle have enrolled at Whitworth. The seventh cadre enrolling
next fall will include four students from Spokane and three from the west side.
To date, 91 percent of the scholars in the first two cadres have graduated. This
is an enormously successful program.
I was probably a little grumpy last fall when our Whitworth Office of Alumni
& Parent Relations was scheduling eight president's receptions for March and
April (dates and venues are available on our website under "Alumni"). Now I'm
glad they did. We want you to know how Whitworth is weathering this crippling
economic crisis, and in addition to giving you an update on that, I'll be sharing
some of the lessons I've learned about leadership. I've written a short book, In-
carnate Leadership: 5 LeadPrship Lessons from the Life of Jesus (Zondervan, 2009),
which came out last month. The third chapter urges us to lead humbly, and I
think God decided to help me practice what I preach. I'd gotten good feedback
on advance copies of the book, so the day after its release I went to amazon.com
to give myself a little love. Instead, I discovered there were already used copies
at reduced prices. I hope I get to see many of you at the Whitworth President's
Receptions. Please keep us in your prayers, and know that we are praying for all
of you. This is not an amateur crisis. Bless you.
ind& heart
AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
MAY 2009
Most of us who work at Whitworth get paid at the end of the month. Our big paycheck, however, comes at the end of the academic year. And it comes in a currency
that is stronger, more stable and more satisfying than the U.S. dollar. Every Commencement Weekend we hit the mother lode. In greater abundance than we ever
could have imagined, we receive the abiding satisfaction that the Whitworth experience has transformed students' lives, and that our calling has contributed to
the transformation. That awareness has never been deeper for me than it was on Friday night at the graduating seniors' commissioning and communion service.
The gathering consists of music, liturgy, communion, anointing and an exchange of reflections between two teams, each comprising one student and his or her
faculty advisor. This year's pairs were Jeff Forsythe, '09, and Donna Pierce (Mathematics) and Caitlin Himmel, '09, and Mike Sardinia, '87 (Biology). In Mike's final
statement, he made the paradoxical confession that it is painful to say goodbye to these students we love, but that it is time for them to leave. He then turned to his
16 biology majors and asked for a series of promises. Essentially, he was asking them to be faithful to themselves and to Christ's gospel. We know these 16 students.
We know how differently they will hear and fulfill those promises. And we love that diversity. But there is one thing that they and every Whitworth graduate hold
in common. They know that at commencement, they are not just being dropped off into the world. They are being sent. They are being sent to make this world a
more compassionate and just place. And that they will do. Thank you so much for helping to send them.
Commencement Weekend highlights:
• The best weather of 2009.
• The ROTC commissioning of three guys who will make the world safer.
• The mom who is so fond of Whitworth that she asked me to do something
to stop the graduation of her youngest. (He didn't need my help. Just kidding,
Mom. He did a great job.)
• A great Graduate Commencement Ceremony with excellent student
speeches by Rustam Abdurahmanov, Emily Jane Haxton and Trish Anne
Nelson. (My address was on the demon possession in Mark 5:1-20. Not an
easy subject for a commencement speech.)
• A luncheon and dinner with the classes of 1949 and 1959, back for reunions.
They are still going strong, looking good and cheering for the Pirates.
• A great celebration of the Act Six Cadre 3 graduation. All eight of the grads
were eloquent in their reflections.
• An inspirational Senior Reflections program at which Jasmine Linabary
and Eric Brewer received Alumni Ideals awards; Brittany Gresset and Ross
Nakamura were given the Dennis Spurlock Award; Kelly Baker and Caleb
Barnhill were named Senior Athletes of the Year; Taryn Clark and Zachariah
Mullen were honored with the Collegiate Achievement Award; and Donna
Pierce (Mathematics) and Mike Sardinia, '87, (Biology) were voted Most
Distinguished Professors of 2009 by the senior class.
• A rich and moving baccalaureate service in which Vice President for Student
Life and Dean of Students Kathy Storm urged students to love ideas and
to let Christ's perfect love lift their fears. She and Leonard Oakland both
paid tribute to legends Clem Simpson and Fenton Duvall, both of whom
died this year (in their 90s!).
• An undergrad ceremony that featured a moving and inspirational ad-
dress by Ron White and great student speeches by Abby Horner and Bud
Bareither. It was also announced that Glen Guenther and Kyle Navis
won Servant Leadership awards, and the following students received the
President's Cup for maintaining 4.0 GPAs throughout their Whitworth
careers: Rachel Michelle Anderson, Eric Jacob Brewer, Melissa Joy Garner,
Allison Rose Geeslin, Kathryn Jean (Katy) Hartung, Brent Alexander
(Xander) Knight, Abraham James Spung, Kelly Marie Vincent, and Larissa
Michelle Zeiler.
• A great weekend in which it was my immense privilege to shake the hands of
96 graduate and 508 undergraduate students as they crossed the graduation
stage and moved into lives of great possibilities.
ACADEMICS
For several weeks we have enjoyed hosting Sajida Tabbara, Ph.D., as part of
the Direct Access to the Muslim World Grant. She chairs the linguistics sec-
tion of the Department of English Language and Literature at the University of
Bahrain. With enthusiasm and warmth, Dr. Tabbara entered into our campus life,
addressing classes, faculty and community groups to promote understanding.
We have two more Fulbright Scholars! Amy Whisenand, '09, a philosophy
major, was admitted to Oxford University but instead decided to teach English
for a year in Germany. Kendra Hamilton, '09, an economics and international
business major, will teach English for a year in Malaysia.
Congratulations to Karen Petersen Finch (Theology), who received her Ph.D.
from Gonzaga University last week. She was selected the outstanding graduate
student in her program.
Whitworth business students received an award at the annual Hogan Busi-
ness Plan Competition. In the student-generated category, the team of Kaylyn
Plumb, Ben Rotert, both '09, and Justin Holloway, '10, took second place. The
trio's business plan, Missing Mom Laundry Services, would provide dropoff and
pickup laundry services to on-campus college students, and also would provide
a similar service to the Whitworth Athletics Department.
Trumpet instructor Eric Moe, '95, was selected from musicians nationwide to
play in the YouTube Symphony Orchestra April 15 at Carnegie Hall. Eric was
interviewed for a feature story on the NBC National News with Brian Williams
and quoted extensively in Time magazine. Follow these links for more details:
www.tinyurl.com/db6rgc and www.tinyurl.comiclano3s.
Here's a short sample of news we heard from a few departments:
• Physics: Three 2009 graduates are going to graduate schools with full scholar-
ships and stipends for living expenses: Carissa Humrickhouse to Texas A&M
to study nuclear engineering, John Hauck to Notre Dame to study physical
chemistry, and Andra Shaughnessy to Oregon State to study nuclear engineer-
ing. Also, Jennifer Johnston is off to WSU in environmental engineering, and
Mahyo Seyedali is headed to the University of Washington in mechanical
engineering.
• English: Jessica Benscoter was accepted by the Japan Exchange Teach-
ing Program, and Amy Schroeder will teach English in Payap, Thailand.
Eight students presented papers at the National Undergraduate Literature
Conference, including seniors Joy Bacon, Adeline Estes, Nathaniel Orwiler,
Joshua Swayne, Angela Forney, Mary Rump, and juniors Claire Swinford
and Kathryn Pridgen.
• Psychology: Two students are headed to doctoral programs next fall. Timothy
Day will study clinical psychology with one of Noelle Wiersma's, '90, mentors
at UNLV, while Melissa Garner will study at Seattle Pacific University, with
an emphasis in health psychology and working with children with cancer.
The Whitworthian has been named a finalist for the Associate Collegiate
Press Online Pacemaker Award. Pacemaker awards are considered the most
esteemed honors in student journalism. Jasmine Linabary, '09, did a great job of
building our online version.
Roughly 12 hours after singing at graduation, members of the choir got out
of bed to leave for a two-week tour of Uruguay and Argentina! This once-
in-a-lifetime tour will include shared performances with school, university and
adult choirs. The choir had a good year. In addition to its regular performance
schedule, the group received a prestigious invitation to perform at the 2009
Music Educators National Conference Northwest Convention. Ours was one
of two mixed university choirs from six Northwest states to present a concert
session.
The winner of this year's Tsutakawa Scholarship is Janna Wix DeFelice. Janna
will graduate in July with an MBA in international management. As part of her
studies and commitment to global education, Janna competed in an international
case study competition in Canada and applied for a critical languages scholarship
to continue her Arabic language studies in Dubai.
Last fall, Dan Raible, '09, and Daniel Repsold, '10, conducted research on
the effects of exercise on stroke victims' brains. Their findings are critical,
because strokes are a leading cause of long-term disability. The Dans are two of
more than 120 Whitworth and Gonzaga students who presented their original
research April 25 during the Spokane Intercollegiate Research Conference. David
Adams, '89, now a staff clinician at the National Human Genome Research
Institute, presented the keynote lecture at the conference.
Whitworth was honored to host 2009 Simpson-Duvall Lecturer Peter Storey,
a champion of nonviolence who served as chaplain to Nelson Mandela, the
former president of South Africa, when he was in prison. Storey presented "The
Role of the Church in Peacemaking and Reconciliation in South Africa" to a
rapt audience. During the 1980s, he helped lead the call for international pres-
sure to end apartheid. In 1994, Mandela appointed Storey to help select South
Africa's Truth and Reconciliation Commission, which has been key in helping
the country deal with the tragedies of its past. We were all deeply inspired by
his redemptive story.
ENROLLMENT
We received more than 5,800 applications for this fall's entering class. Our
deposits are righs where they should be, which is about 50 above the 525 students
we plan to enroll. We're hoping the economy doesn't knock out a higher percent-
age of deposited students than in years past. As usual, we enter the summer with
a limited number of spaces still available for transfer students.
STUDENT LIFE
April might have been the busiest month of the year. All of the concerts, sports
and club activities occurred as usual, and there were special events that raised
money for MS research, cancer research, the YWCAs domestic violence work
and global hunger relief work. April also included the Hawaiian Club's 39th
annual lu'au. This year's theme, "Maria: Spirit of the Islands," was reflected in
the food I consumed as if it were my last meal and in a variety of dances that
originated in Hawai'i, Samoa, Tahiti and New Zealand. Students concluded
the semester with year-end barbecues, the Senior Boat Cruise on Lake Coeur
d'Alene, Springfest and countless graduation events.
RESOURCES
I just looked over the giving reports from April. First, thank you so much
for your generosity in very challeng_irlg economic times. We're amazed by your
faithfulness. Second, we are a couple percentage points behind where we need
to be in our 2009 budget, with our fiscal year ending on June 30. Yesterday's
graduation of so many amazing students gives me courage to ask for your support.
It's a great investment in the countless lives our graduates will enrich.
In 1959, about 130 students received diplomas from Whitworth, and many
of them were back for this year's graduation and their 50-year reunion.
After addressing the reunion classes, it occurred to me that we operate a bit of
a reverse Social Security system in which "retirees" help fund young people's
educations. Of course, our current growth diffuses the per-student impact of
alumni giving, and this is one of the quality indicators used to judge universities.
As we add 400+ new undergraduate alumni every year, it's challenging to keep
that percentage from falling. We are enormously grateful for our young alumni
who support Whitworth while paying off loans, but we still battle a declining
percentage of supporters in the face of a rising number of students. Right now,
we're about 850 alumni shy of our participation goal. If you're an alumnus, any
gift you can give before June 30 will get us closer to our goal. If you're interested
in how we're doing, check the progress on a special site created for Whitworth
alumni — www.whitworth.edu/whitworthfriends.
ATHLETICS
Whitworth won its second straight Northwest Conference Mdlroy-Lewis
All-Sports Trophy, signifying excellence across an entire athletics department.
Whitworth won or shared five NWC titles in 2008-09 (men's cross-country, men's
soccer, men's swimming, women's tennis and women's golf).
The Whitworth women's tennis team won its first NWC title since 1997,
ending Linfield's run of seven straight titles by defeating the Wildcats 6-3 in
the championship match of the conference tournament. Jo Wagstaff is NWC
Coach of the Year, while Rachel Burns and Alli Marshall are First Team All-
NWC honorees. The Pirates enjoyed their first-ever appearance in the NCAA
Division III tournament. Men's tennis finished fifth at the NWC tournament.
Michael Shelton was selected First Team All-NWC.
Women's golf earned a share of its first NWC championship after finishing third
at the year-end tournament. Liz Martin led the Pirates with an eighth-place finish.
This is an amazing accomplishment for a young program. Men's golf finished sixth
at the 2009 NWC tournament to end up fifth in the conference standings.
Both men's and women's track St field finished second at the 2009 NWC
championships. Dusty Caseria (800), Nick Gallagher (10,000), Cody Stelzer (HJ),
Ron Whitley (Discus) and Jeff Kintner (SP) won events for the men. Elizabeth
Mattila (400h) and Kelly Bradley (Discus) won events for the women. Dana
Misterek also broke a 19-year-old school record in the 1,500.
Lacey Kerr had one of the best offensive seasons in school history while leading
the Pirate softball team. She batted .457 and set a school record with a slugging
average of .804 for the Bucs, who finished the year 15-21.
Chad Flett and Brent Flyberg, the only senior pitchers on Whitworth's baseball
-team, tossed complete-game victories in a double-header sweep of Whitman on
the final day of the season.
ALUMNI
The classes of 2004, 1999 and 1989 will celebrate 5-, 10- and 20-year re-
unions with a wide variety of events and activities on campus. All alumni are
invited back to campus to reconnect with faculty and old friends. Homecoming
information is available at www.whitworth.edu/hotriecoming
Several affinity reunions are scheduled this summer. The School of Global
Commerce &. Management will host the first-ever reunion for MIM and MBA
grads July 31-Aug. 1. Additionally, reunions of the 10- and 30-year Central
America Study Program will take place this summer. Ten-year CASP alumni
will gather in Spokane the weekend of July 24-26, and 30-year alums will gather
Aug. 7-9. For more information, visit www.whitworth.edu/alumni.
I just returned from the annual Monday morning Dean's Brunch. I would char-
acterize the faculty's collective mood as one of joyful exhaustion. In my summer
Mind & Heart I'll give you a list of the faculty award winners announced this
morning by Dean Michael Le Roy, '89. This academic year held challenges we
never could have predicted, but, we always felt your support. Thank you. It means
more than you can know. I hope your summer is good, and that even in the most
challenging days ahead you feel Christ's parting promise to the disciples, "Surely,
I am with you always." Thanks for your partnership.
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AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
NOVEMBER 2009
A few days ago we wrapped up Parents' Weekend. There's no shortage of joy at this annual gathering. Students, relatives and local merchants spend most of the
weekend grinning. We always do a Sunday morning worship service in which I give a little sermon. This year I told the story of Jairus, a synagogue leader who
makes a bold request: He asks Jesus to come to his house and heal his daughter. It's a happy-ending story. Things work out, although not exactly the way Jairus has
planned. Jesus gets waylaid en route when he stops to find a woman whom he has healed "accidentally" when she touched his cloak. He wants to compliment her
faith, but all the while Jairus' little girl is dying. Jesus and Jairus receive news that the child has died, but Jesus claims that she is just sleeping. Usually, someone can
tell the difference between death and sleep, but whatever she's doing, Jesus puts her back on her feet. One minute, Jairus is a wreck; the next, he's a happy man. He
doesn't understand what's going on with Jesus. He doesn't understand what's going on with his daughter. But the final outcome is life. As parents, we stay pretty
busy directing traffic between Jesus and our children. Half the time, we're not sure what's going on with either. So we say to ourselves what Jesus said to Jairus when
he got the news that his daughter was dead: "Don't be afraid, just believe." That's hard. Jesus seems to get interrupted, even when we've been very clear in giving
him directions about what he's supposed to do with our kids. And it's brutally hard if the happy ending never comes. But the metaphor of the Jairus story is that
Jesus brings life, and he brings life on his schedule. Life. Gospel writer John said Jesus was the light, and the light was the life of all humanity. Our campus feels a
little dark right now. The days are getting shorter and the academic demands of midterms feel oppressive. Further, we just got news of a dear nontraditional student
whose bout with cancer did not have a happy ending — at least not for us, at least not right now. So we repeat after Jesus, "Don't be afraid, just believe." Through
the interruptions and the dark seasons we do believe. We believe that, ultimately, the Light of the World brings life. It's our best and only hope. It's a big part of the
reason we embrace Whitworth's mission. Thank you for joining us.
ACADEMICS
Pamela Corpron Parker, '81, (English) has received a Chawton House Library
Fellowship for her sabbatical next spring. This highly competitive fellow-
ship for British literature scholars will allow her to live on-site in Hampshire,
England, while she works in the Chawton House Library on her book about
British women writers.
The Fulbright Program recently announced that Whitworth was a top pro-
ducer of students who received Fulbright awards in 2009-10. Since 2000, 10
Whitworth students and four faculty members have been selected as Fulbright
scholars, according to John Yoder (Political Science), our Fulbright advisor. We're
in great company, too. Check out the following site for more info: chronicle.
corn/article/Top-US-Producers-of-Fulbr/48847/.
The Speakers and Artists Series features these exciting events in the Rob-
inson Teaching Theatre in Weyerhaeuser Hall, each at 7 p.m. On Nov. 6,
our Endowed English Reader, Bruce Guernsey, a distinguished professor
emeritus from Eastern Illinois University and a widely published poet, will
read from his work. On Nov. 10, Al Staggs will present a one-man show, A
View from the Underside: The Legacy of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. And also on Nov. 10,
the arts faculty will open a show of their own work in Lied Center (see below).
Join us at 5 p.m. for the opening reception and at 7 p.m. for a panel discussion
with the artists.
Every other year, Whitworth Art Department faculty members bring in
some of their recent work to provide an opportunity for students to see that
they practice what they preach. The theme of this year's exhibit is What Are
You Laughing At? Artists were asked to display work that responds to the idea of
humor in visual art. The exhibit runs in the Oliver Gallery from Nov. 10-Feb. 12.
Rebecca Johnson, '11, has been awarded the prestigious Woodrow Founda-
tion Scholarship. The $29,280 scholarship covers her tuition and books this
academic year. "Winning this scholarship is very significant to my continuing
as a pre-med student," says Johnson, a chemistry major on the biochemistry
track. "I have many more years of education ahead of me in medical school,
and this scholarship has given me confidence to keep going when the classes
become even more difficult."
Senior Danjuma Quarless earned first place in the 2009 Scientific Poster
Presentation in the summer research fellowship program at the University of
Massachusetts Medical School. Dan also was accepted to present his research
at the American Society of Cell Biology's annual conference. His study, funded
by the National Institutes of Health, examined the genetic regulation of flagella
growth in the microbe Chlamydomonas. I know you know this, but flagella are
similar in structure and function to human cilia, which are cells that create a
lashing movement. Defects in human cilia are linked to kidney disease, male
sterility, retinal degeneration and obesity. All three judges gave Dan perfect
scores for the presentation of his poster in the categories of overall verbal skills,
overall poster quality, effectiveness of the verbal presentation, effectiveness of
the poster presentation, quality of work and organization. He took first place
in the competition for the entire program as best overall poster, presentation
and experiment.
Recordings of many of Whitworth's visiting and faculty lectures are available
on our website at www.whitworth.edu/podcast. We also recently posted a video
recording of Ambassador Ryan Crocker's great Oct. 21 lecture to www.youtube.
com/whitworthuniversity. If you can't make it to campus for these events, the
web is the next best thing.
Lee Konitz, a jazz saxophone legend and winner of the National En-
dowment for the Arts 2009 Jazz Master Award, will perform with the
award-winning Whitworth Jazz Ensemble at the Fox Theater in downtown
Spokane on Saturday, Nov. 7, at 8 p.m. Tickets are available through ticketswest.
corn and the Fox Theater box office.
This year's Christmas Festival concert, Ye Shall Have a Song, will be great. I
have loved the roughly 80 concerts I have attended during my time at Whitworth.
Here's this year's schedule: Dec. 5: 7 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, Bellevue; Dec.
6: 3 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, Seattle; Dec. 11, 8 p.m., First Presbyterian
Church, Spokane; Dec. 12,3 p.m. & 7 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, Spokane.
Tickets go on sale Nov. 2: $18 regular admission, $15 students/senior citizens
(62+). For more info, call 800.532.4668 or visit www.whitworth.edu/musictickets.
ADMISSIONS AND FINANCIAL AID
For the freshman class entering next fall, we are 300 applications ahead of
where we were at this time last year.
Many generous donors have set up Whitworth scholarships that can be awarded
only to returning students. Applications for these 2010-11 scholarships will be
available at www.whitworth.edu/financialaid after Nov. 15. The application
deadline is Jan. 31.
STUDENT LIFE
Parents' Weekend welcomed more than 650 attendees. Football and volleyball,
faculty-led mini-college presentations, a special presentation by Cool Whip (our
student improv group), Whitworth Theatre's production of The Illusion, and the
Ethnic Fest put on by all of our cultural clubs were just some of the events that
filled this great weekend.
The International Student Club and ASWU joined together to raise money
for Kelvin Garner, our Ghanaian student who suffered a swimming-pool
accident last summer. Kelvin is being cared for at St. Joseph, where he will
remain indefinitely. The fund-raiser is a wonderful effort by students to support
Kelvin and his family. His mom has been here in Spokane since the accident,
and she graciously prepared Ghanaian cuisine for Ethnic Fest. All proceeds from
the event will go toward a fund created to support Kelvin.
Our outdoor recreation program took advantage of the Pacific Northwest in
October with local rock-climbing trips, zipline adventures in Idaho, and a kayak
trip to Orcas Island. ASWU has more than 45 chartered clubs this year, and
these folks have been busy sponsoring events such as the Lindy Hop Ballroom
Dance, LAN parties (group video-game competitions) and informative discus-
sions, featuring local political journalists, about upcoming referendum elections.
RESOURCES
We're about to start construction on the new biology/chemistry building.
There is a ton of excitement over clearing the final hurdle to begin work in
time for a fall 2011 opening. We still need donations, but extremely favorable
conditions have intersected in a way that enables us to get going on the
construction. We have launched a website that will describe and track the
building's progress. Visit www.whitworth.edu/scienceinitiative for a virtual tour
of the building by floor. The site features notable science alumni and timelines
chronicling the history of science education at Whitworth, along with numerous
renderings of interior locations in the facility as well as video interviews with
students, faculty and staff. We're very grateful for this development.
Whitworth Fund fact: For the past five years, the November issue of Of Mind
& Heart has included a return envelope, making this the one month of the
year in which I make an outright request that you consider making a gift to
The Whitworth Fund. Over those five years, these little envelopes have carried
more than a quarter of a million dollars for The Whitworth Fund. These gifts,
both large and small, have provided the margin-of-excellence support we need
as we near the end of the calendar year. In this season of thanksgiving, every
envelope that makes it back to the annual giving office is among the things for
which we are most grateful. Thank you for your generosity through the years.
For those of you receiving M&H via e-mail, we hope you'll give to Whitworth
online at www.whitworth.edufgive.
The Class of 2008 gift to Whitworth, a veterans memorial in The Loop near
Cowles Auditorium, is nearing completion and will be dedicated at the annual
Veterans Day ceremi w.1\1( 11 at 11 a.m. While cost increases have pre-
ventectthe compteeteirrervempeeffiponents, the memonalitself, featuring basalt
columns, a brick plaza and a number of plaques, will be an important gathering
place for years to come and is a wonderful testimony to all alumni, faculty and
staff who have served in the armed forces. The memorial pays special tribute to
those alumni who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our country's freedom.
For more information, contact Delynn Siemieniec (dsiemieniec@whitworth.
edu) in the advancement office.
Parents, we hope you've received final-exam survival kit orders in the mail
by now. Students love getting goodies and packages from their loved ones. The
office of alumni & parent relations is taking orders for these treats until Nov.
16. The cost is $20 per kit, and this year there is a fruit bag option. All proceeds
benefit the scholarship fund for children of Whitworth graduates. To order
online, visit www.whitworth.edu/finalexamkit. Students love to receive your
handwritten notes, so feel free to send a message to go with your order. Kits will
be handed out during Finals Week, Dec. 15-18.
ATHLETICS
Men's soccer is 10-2-3 and is currently tied for first in the Northwest Confer-
ence. The Pirates have a chance to become the first school in 20 years to win
three NWC men's soccer titles in a row. Sophomore Brian Sherpe has been
outstanding in goal, posting three straight shutouts.
The women's soccer team has won eight of its last nine to improve to 14-3.
The Pirates have a chance at postseason play if they can continue to win. Lindsey
Oakes and Sidonia Davin lead the team with five goals apiece.
Volleyball has won five of its last seven matches. Included in that stretch are
wins over regionally ranked Puget Sound and George Fox. Senior Tracy Schwada
is one of the conference leaders in hitting percentage this fall.
The football team (3-5) has struggled through injuries so far this season.
The Pirates can even their final record with a pair of wins. Senior Eric Entel is
having the best year of his career with 39 catches for nearly 500 yards. Fellow
senior Brandon Martin is having another great year on the defensive line and
will likely become a three-time First-Team All-NWC honoree.
The cross-country teams head into this weekend's NWC championships
hoping to claim a couple of team championships. Dana Misterek and Tonya
Turner lead a women's team ranked 16th in the nation. The men's team, led by
defending NCAA West Region champ Nick Gallagher, is hoping to defend its
title but must overcome a highly ranked squad from Willamette.
Our golf teams finishMlifiecond place at thenftwore....... 7C Fall Clas-
sic tourneys. Freshman Emily Guthrie was the women's tournament medalist,
becoming the first Whitworth woman to win a "counting" NWC tournament.
The swim teams open their 2009-10 schedule this weekend. Whitworth's men
are heading into the season as seven-time defending NWC champs. And after
losing last season in one of the closest meets in NWC history, the Pirate women
are hoping to reclaim the title they won in 2008.
Our campus has stayed pretty healthy in spite of the flu strains swirling around.
We have vaccinations for HIN1 available, and we're taking the recommended
prevention steps. I got hit with a bug on Tuesday morning during a meeting in
Tacoma. When I got to the airport to catch a flight home, I stumbled into the
wrong line at the wrong gate. They redirected me. Then I went outside and got on
the wrong plane. When I realized I was on the wrong plane, I also realized that I
didn't care. Not having to get up was worth going to the wrong city. Fortunately,
the guy whose seat I was in did care, so I trudged over to the right plane. The next
day I was fine. It's a good thing I was gone when I got sick. I could have screwed
up this university in a hurry. I hope all of you have a great Thanksgiving. We
have a ton for which to be thankful. At the top of my list this Thanksgiving will
be God's immense grace in bringing us to Whitworth.
AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
OCTOBER 2009
As I crawled into bed last night, it struck me that I would wake up to World Communion Sunday. It is, no doubt, a tribute to my towering spirituality that I would
end the day thinking about a sacrament rather than about the two soccer wins and a huge volleyball victory I witnessed a few hours earlier. Of course, if I were re-
ally spiritual I would now be preparing my heart for the Lord's Supper rather than toasting my thighs with this laptop. The relationship between communion and
spirituality has a strange history. In 1987 I had a chance to see the small room where Luther and Zwingli debated the nature of communion. You can't stand in that
historic spot without a few questions coming to mind. For example, why would Christendom spend more than 500 years divided to the point of violence over the
definition of is? Major denominations have formed out of disagreements about what Jesus meant when he said, "This is my body." Jesus made that statement not long
before praying that his followers would be united. k's hard to imagine that our getting the right answer on communion would make God happier than our getting
together around the cross. And that brings me to the Whitworth student culture. For certain, I hope we're preparing our students to be thinkers and defenders with
deep convictions, but I also hope we are educating students for reconciliation. I hope that today, Whitworth alumni around the world will gather at Christ's table,
rejoicing that across time and space his cross unites us. I hope they will hear the cries of Jesus weeping over Jerusalem because "they did not know the things that
make for peace." And then I hope they will do the things that make for peace. I hope all of us who celebrate communion today will be faithful to our deep beliefs,
but I also hope we will find deeper meaning in the cross that unites us than in the arguments that divide us.
ACADEMICS
This fall, 11 Whitworthians are beginning medical school. Our young alums
preparing for careers in medicine often identify Mike Sardinia, '87, (Biology)
and Karen Stevens (Chemistry) as extraordinarily helpful advisors in the whole
pre-med process. Whitworth alumni are also finding success at the other end of
the grad school experience in medicine-related fields. I just heard that Caleb Hug,
'04, has completed his doctorate in computer science at MIT and is beginning
research work in medical informatics at Microsoft Corporation.
We are taking a big step in achieving our vision of being a more culturally
rich community with the appointment of Lawrence Burnley, Ph.D., as assis-
tant vice president for intercultural relations. Larry currently serves as associate
dean for multicultural programs and special assistant to the provost for diversity
affairs at Messiah College (Penn.). When he begins at Whitworth on Jan. 1,
he will bring 15 years of higher education and church experience with him.
He will provide leadership in strategic planning, curriculum development and
faculty training, and he will also serve on the faculty of the history department,
teaching several courses per year.
October features an interesting lineup of campus speakers and events:
• On Oct. 4, Elias Abu Ghanima, vice-principal of Mar Elias High School in
the Galilee region of Israel, addressed the possibilities of peace in the Middle
East through the eyes of an Israeli-Palestinian Christian. • On Oct. 7, social
psychologist and researcher David Myers, '64, a professor of psychology at Hope
College (Mich.), will address "A Friendly Letter to Skeptics and Atheists: Mus-
ings on Why God Is Good and Faith Isn't Evil." • On Oct.12, we'll welcome
Rafael Coicue, coordinator of the human rights department of the Association
of Indigenous Authorities of Northern Cauca, in Colombia, S.A., where he sup-
ports the work of indigenous communities that seek to establish security within
the boundaries of their reservations. • On Oct. 21, Spokane's own Ryan Crocker
presents "A New Foreign Policy? Lessons from Iraq." Crocker recently retired from
a 30-year career in the U.S. Foreign Service that included appointments as U.S.
ambassador to Iraq (2007-09), Pakistan (2004-07) and Afghanistan (2002-04).
• Oct. 22: Dean Michael Le Roy, '89, leads the fall Dean's Dialogue, a faculty
panel discussion of American foreign policy in the Middle East. • Through Oct.
29, our Bryan Oliver Gallery will feature an exhibit, High Noon, comprising
the works of Nickolus Meisel, an assistant professor of fine art at WSU. Meisel
makes use of everyday materials in unexpected ways in his interactive pieces.
Lectures mentioned above begin at 7 p.m. in the Robinson Teaching Theatre,
Weyerhaeuser Hall.
Scott Kolbo (Art) has a show, Confounded, opening this week at Western
Oregon University's Dan and Gail Cannon Gallery of Art.
Moses Pulei, '97, (Theology) successfully defended his dissertation at Fuller
Seminary. Congratulations, Dr. Pulei!
Lee Konitz, a jazz saxophone legend and winner of the National Endowment
for the Arts' 2009 Jazz Master Award, will perform with the award-winning
Whitworth Jazz Ensemble at the Fox Theater in downtown Spokane on Satur-
day, Nov. 7, at 8 p.m. Tickets are available through ticketswest.com and through
the Fox Theater box office. Other great music coming up this month: Music
Faculty Recital, 4 p.m. Oct. 18, in the music recital hall; Alexander Technique
Workshop, Oct. 24 at 9 a.m., in the band room of the music building; and our
annual Women Composers Concert, Oct. 25 at 8 p.m., in the music recital hall.
YouthWorship 2009, a workshop for high school students who help lead
worship in their churches, will take place this coming weekend. Assistant
professor Ben Brody, '97, (Music), along with student leaders and recent alums,
will lead the workshop.
The School of Global Commerce & Management recently hosted an MIM and
MBA class reunion, welcoming students from a wide range of graduation years
and destinations who gathered for a weekend of networking, good food and fun.
Highlights included a lecture by MIM founder Dan Sanford, a leadership discus-
sion led by Alumni Relations Director Aaron McMurray, '95, and an afternoon
of swimming at the home of Rich Schatz (Economics & Business, SGCM).
In collaboration with the Whitworth Service-Learning Center and its direc-
tor, Rhosetta Rhodes, MIM alum Todd Crossett's summer entrepreneurship
class worked with representatives from Spokane's West Central community to
develop ideas for economic development in their neighborhood. Student teams
prepared development kits for the community that have, according to Rhosetta,
become foundational to the neighborhood council's work.
The fall theatre production features a very special guest performer, Leonard
Oakland (English), who joins the cast of The Illusion as Pridamant, a bitter old
man desperate for news of his estranged son. Pridamant's search leads him to a
magician's cave, where he witnesses scenes conjured from his son's life. But what
begins as a swashbuckling, romantic fairy tale turns to heartbreak. Adapted by
Pulitzer Prize-winner Tony Kushner, Pierre Corneille's 17th-century tale of loss and
redemption explores the most real illusion of all — love. The play will be presented
Oct. 16, 17, 23 and 24 at 8 p.m., and Oct. 18 at 2 p.m. Buy your tickets online at
www.whitworth.edu/theatretickets or by phone at 509.777.3707.
STUDENT LIFE
More than 800 Whitworth students, faculty and staff fanned out to nonprofit
organizations across Spokane last week to offer our neighbors assistance on
Community Building Day. CBD also marked the beginning of the 10th-anni-
versary celebration of the Whitworth Center for Service-Learning & Community
Engagement. Anniversary events will include a tour of service to explore the effects
of the partnership between Whitworth and the West Central neighborhood, a
teaching roundtable focused on community-based research, service-learning fairs,
an urban plunge, a rally, and a celebration of service.
Parents' Weekend takes place Oct. 23-25. Participants will hear faculty presen-
tations and attend Whitworth athletics events and the fall theatre production.
Most important, they'll get to spend time with their sons and daughters! Parents
can sign up online at www.whitworth.edu/parentsweekend.
RESOURCES
Whitworth Athletics Director Scott McQuilkin, '84, is putting his extensive
leadership experience to work in a new role as acting vice president for insti-
tutional advancement. Scott will provide immediate and effective direction for
Whitworth's ambitious fund-raising goals, particularly those related to the new
biology/chemistry building. He already enjoys the confidence of our trustees
and many major donors, and he knows and loves Whitworth, its mission and its
people. Scott's appointment is for two years, but he will function as if the position
is permanent; there will be nothing tentative in the way he goes about his work.
I mentioned I would be giving you a Whitworth Fund fact in each 2009-10
issue of M&H. You may not know that we sometimes use Whitworth Fund
money to enhance learning atmospheres. For example, autumn is a great time
for pumpkins. But 1975 is the only great time for pumpkin-colored carpets, which
many of you alumni recall as a Dixon Hall trademark. In 2009, there are better
trademarks (and carpet colors) than that. The Whitworth Fund allows us to
beautify the campus in ways that attract and support students. So thanks for your
continuing support of this fund that helps make Whitworth a beautiful place.
ATHLETICS
As Scott McQuilkin, '84, moves across campus to take over responsibilities as
acting V.P. for institutional advancement, Warren Friedrichs, one of Whitworth's
longest-serving and most successful coaches, moves into the role of interim direc-
tor of athletics. Scott and Warren are eminently qualified to continue to do a
great job for Whitworth; they're both outstanding members of our community.
Our soccer teams continue to excel. The women are 7-2 overall and 4-1 in the
Northwest Conference. They've been one of the best defensive teams in the
league, with a 0.55 goals-against average and five shutouts in nine contests. Senior
Krista Dietz and sophomore Callie Bergstrom are splitting time in goal. The
men are 5-2-1 overall and 3-1 in conference. They have the chance to do what
no NWC soccer team has done in nearly 20 years — win three straight confer-
ence championships. The last school to do it? Whitworth, in 1988, '89, and '90.
Cross country is running well and earning regional and national recogni-
tion and rankings. Dana Misterek and Tonya Turner have each won races
for the women, and Nick Gallagher has battled through illness and injury to
lead the men.
The football Bucs are 2-2. The Pirates managed to win two games without All-
America running back Adam Anderson, who was injured early in the season.
Tackle Brandon Martin has led a strong effort by the defense, and quarterback
Andrew Durant is leading a rapidly improving group of young players.
After a rough start, volleyball pulled off an exciting conference victory,
sweeping 19th-ranked UPS last weekend. Whitworth is now 4-11 overall and
1-4 in the NWC. Brynn DeLong, a junior transfer, has stepped up to play well
in her first season as a Pirate.
The golf teams are off and swinging. Both the men and the women defeated
North Idaho College during their season-opening match. And this week, the
men held off a charge by defending NWC champ Linfield to claim the team
title at the Whitworth Invitational. Both young squads have great potential.
The tennis teams will compete at the Pacific Northwest ITA fall tournaments
this month. These tournaments go a long way toward determining spring singles
and doubles rankings. Michael Shelton leads the Pirate men, and Rachel Burns
is the top seed at the women's tournament.
ALUMNI
The Class of 1967 has officially been added to the mid-60s reunion that will
be held June 25-27, 2010. Kathie Koopmans-Neir (this year's Alumni Service
to Whitworth Award-winner) and her team are working hard on a wonderful
weekend schedule. If you're interested in singing in the reunion choir, please
contact Peggy (Kim) Burrough, '64, at pkburrough@msn.com or 253.922.1642.
And check out www.whitworth.edukeunions for more information.
We hope to see you Oct. 17 at the annual dessert before The Illusion,
Whitworth Theatre's fall production. Join director Diana Trotter for a con-
versation before the play. Register online at www.whitworth.edu/alumnievents.
Whitworth heads to Tacoma on Oct. 17, when the Pirates take on the UPS
Loggers. If you're in the area, join us for a reception prior to the 1 p.m. kickoff.
More information can be found online at www.whitworth.edu/alumnievents.
Our football team will play the Lewis St Clark Pioneers in Portland on
Nov. 7. We'd love to have you join us for a reception prior to the
1 p.m. kickoff. More information will soon be available online at
www.whitworth.edu/alumnievents.
Homecoming Weekend was a great success. The classes of 1989, 1999 and
2004, along with the 1960 national champion baseball team, celebrated reunions,
and the campus community marked the grand opening of East Residence Hall.
Otherhighlights from the weekenthriduded a lecture from Distinguished Alumni
Award winner Ben Frank Moss III, '59, and a beautiful recital by Recent Alumni
Award-winner Heather Steckler Parker, '96, and her husband, Derrick Parker.
The Whitworth community gathered to celebrate our donors and to honor Ben
and Heather, along with fellow Alumni Award-winners Ben Lindstrom, '63, and
Kathie Koopmans Neir, '64, at the annual George F. Whitworth Honors Banquet.
Electronic parent surveys (the surveys, not the parents, are electronic) will
reach you via e-mail soon. Please take the time to keep us updated! You can
find the link under "Parents" at www.whitworth.edu.
On Sept. 14 I informed the board of trustees and the campus that this will be
my last year as Whitworth's president. You can't love a place more than I love
Whitworth, but this is a good time for both Whitworth and me to make a change.
Here's a link that includes some of the reasons I've reached this conclusion: www.
whitworth.edu/presidentsoffice/messages/9j5...09.htm. Board Chair Walt Oliver,
'67, has assembled a great search committee to find the next president. Because
there's a ton to do between now and the end of this academic year, I have asked
the campus community to set aside responses to my decision until May or June.
At some point I'll reflect on my years in this job. For now, let me just say one
thing to all of you who have cared faithfully for this great school. I will always
think of Whitworth as my life's work — a calling in which I have considered every
day an immense privilege.
indeart
AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
SEPTEMBER 2009
We're in business. Classes start today. Four days ago, 571 freshmen, 90 transfers, and several million relatives spilled onto campus pretty much all at once. And then
all the non-students left. People deal with separation in different ways. It took some students about 60 minutes to pile everything into their rooms, kiss their parents,
tell them "I'll see you at Thanksgiving," and vanish. While these parents wandered around wondering what happened to their kid, other students spent every pos-
sible minute with their families. It's hard to tell what it will look like in a week. The clingers might be living the dream, while the vanishers are dreaming of home.
Parents are no more predictable. Some friends of ours dropped off their youngest, having totally prepared themselves to say goodbye. Two days later, dad was still
sobbing as if we'd kidnapped his daughter. We raise our children to be independent, and then they have the audacity to be independent. Except they're not. And
neither are we. Self-sufficiency is a myth. We need each other. Jesus did a miracle for Peter where he caught so many fish that it tore his net. He had to call for help
to land all the fish. What kind of miracle is that? Peter hits the mother lode, and the nets tear? Why didn't Jesus include the net in the miracle? Evidently, Jesus
thought it was better for Peter to get help than to "be the man" and do it himself. At Whitworth, we believe that one way we show the love of Christ is by teaching
our students how to give and receive help. We want them to dream big dreams, and we stand ready to help them make those dreams reality. We think that's what
it means to be Christ's body, his church, his community. For the 120th year, this is what Whitworth does.
ACADEMICS
We also welcome a large class of new faculty members including Tony Clark
(History), Andy Hogue (Political Science), Melissa Rogers (Psychology), Nate
Moyer, '04 (Math), Joshue Orozco (Philosophy), and Michael Rempe (Math).
Visiting faculty members for this academic year include Xenobia Delgado
(History), Suzie Henning (Education), Keith Knapp (Computer Science),
Kristen Oja (Health Sciences), Mar Smith (Theology/Core 300), and James
Uhlenkott (Education). This is an exceptional group!
This fall we have a fascinating range of Speakers & Artists: • Talis Colberg
(former student of Dale Soden) will give the annual Constitution Day lecture
Sept. 17. He was appointed by then-Gov. Sarah Palm n as Alaska's attorney
general in December 2006 and served until he resigned in February 2009. •
Puccini Award-winning opera singer and 2009 Whitworth Young Alumni
Award-winner Heather Steckler Parker, '96, and her husband, Derrick Parker,
will perform on Sept. 24 in the Music Recital Hall. The Nickolus Meisel art
exhibit opens with a reception and lecture Sept. 22 at 5 and 7 p.m. and runs
until Oct. 29 in the Lied Arts Center. Meisel, a professor of art at WSU, is
creating an exciting and whimsical site-specific installation in the Oliver Gal-
lery. He will work with art students to gather materials from around campus,
and together they will transform these found materials into a visual playground
designed for interaction and exploration. • Donald Miller, whom Publishers
Weekly calls "an earnest evangelical who nearly lost his faith," will present
a lecture on the relevance of Christian faith for everyday life at 7 p.m. Sept.
18 in Cowles Auditorium. Admission is $15. Miller, the best-selling author of
Blue Like Jazz and Searching for God Knows What, is a voice that many of our
Christian and non-Christian students will find helpful. • A complete list of
speakers and arts events is located at www.whitworth.edu/events.
In his new book, Participation in Christ: An Entry into Karl Barth's
Church Dogmatics, Adam Neder (Theology) shows that participation in
Christ was at the very core of Barth's theology. I'm no Barth scholar, but I
know Barth has been both assailed and exalted for his understanding of what
it means to be "in Christ!' I'm anxious to read what Adam has to say about
the views of this great pastor/theologian who led efforts to urge the German
church to resist Hitler's march.
Meredith TeGrotenhuis Shimizu, '93, (Art) defended her dissertation,
"Photography in Urban Discourse: Berenice Abbott's Changing New York
and the 1930s," at Northwestern University.
Last summer, 13 faculty members from nine disciplines participated in
the fifth annual Vocations of the Christian Professor workshop. This fall
they will integrate Christian faith and learning in the form of assignments,
readings, discussions and/or class projects. For example, last spring in the art
department, Gordon Wilson challenged students in Drawing II to visually
represent a worldview of significance to them, while Scott Kolbo had his stu-
dents in Senior Seminar write papers integrating their worldview and artwork.
Amy Watts, senior elementary education major, was the recipient of the
Distinguished Student Scholar Award from Pi Lambda Theta, an inter-
national honor society and professional association in education.
This biennial award is given to just one student nationally. Amy is currently
student-teaching in a fourth-grade classroom in the Mead School District.
Dylan Laug, a junior majoring in biology, has received a generous scholarship
from the Center for Advanced Energy Studies, a public/private partnership
of the Idaho National Laboratory, the U.S. Department of Energy, and the
state of Idaho. The scholarship is given to a student who has interned at the
Idaho National Laboratory and who is interested in pursuing a career in an
energy-related field.
Over the summer the Weyerhaeuser Center for Faith & Learning sponsored
four faculty projects: • Keith Beebe (Theology): "Converted at Cambuslang:
Experimental Religion in Scotland's Age of Reason." • Frank Caccavo (Biology):
"The Effect of Diet on the Composition of Fecal Bacteria in an Alaskan Husky
Sled Dog." • Laurie Lamon, '78 (English): "What is the Correct Way to Stand
at a Memorial Ceremony?: A Study of Contemporary Arab and Israeli Poetry,
in Conjunction with Poetry Writing." • Julia Stronks (Political Science): "So
You Want to be a Christian Lawyer."
STUDENT LIFE
We have a geographically diverse group of new students. They come from
France, Korea, Finland, Spain, Kenya, China, Switzerland, Uganda, Germany,
Ghana, Canada, Norway, Jordan, India, Japan, the Netherlands, Angola and
Northern Ireland. They also arrived from Montana, Alabama, Utah, Hawaii,
Colorado, Alaska, Tennessee, Washington, Arizona, North Carolina, Wyoming,
California, Iowa, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Illinois, Idaho, Nevada, Michigan and
Ohio. We even have students from Texas, a state with such rosy self-esteem
that it hasn't ruled out the whole secession thing.
We extend thanks to all the parent hosts and student leaders who helped our
new students move in. It went very smoothly. The Saturday-night program fo-
cused on "Traditions of the Mind and Heart." And Sunday night David Kuraya,
'10, dazzled us with his magic show. By the time students finished Mock Rock
last night (my ears are still ringing, literally), I'm sure they were totally ready for
classes to begin.
We have been planning and coordinating with the Spokane Regional Health
District and are prepared to respond to H1N1 and seasonal flu. Whitworth
Health Center Director Jan Murray and her team of student medics have been
training the campus community on best practices to minimize the spread of
the flu virus. You can read more by clicking on "H1N1 flu preparations" in the
quick links menu on our home page (www.whitworth.edu).
RESOURCES
We really need to have a good year in The Whitworth Fund, so in each
M&H I will give you one fact about TWF. That gives you information and
it gives me an excuse to keep bringing it up. FACT 1: Because of the economic
crisis, we awarded a record-breaking total of financial aid this year. Contribu-
tions to TWF fund those awards, so the fund directly enables students to afford
Whitworth. This is why we do phonathons. It means a great deal to our students,
the beneficiaries of TWF, to say thanks and request continued support. The
phonathon operation takes place in a quaint little house we own just south of
campus. Students will start calling alumni and parents in a few weeks. Even
if you cannot or wish not to make a donation to TWF, these students love to
hear your stories. If you have a minute to talk to a student this fall, it will make
his or her day. And if your conversation ends with "The check's in the mail,"
even better. You can go online for proof that they really do "smile and dial":
www.whitworth.edu/phonathon.
Our new residence hall, East Hall, is 100 percent occupied, and the students
love it: Because we needed to use our gift funds for other projects, we financed
East with debt that self-liquidates through room and board revenues. But don't
you think such a prosaic name begs for someone to make a "naming contribu-
tion" to honor a professor or a relative? A big gift would reduce our debt service
and free up funds for other vital programs. Plus, the Mock Rock and Yell Off
chants of "East!" could be replaced by an important Whitworth name — like
Stewart, Duvall and Boppell, which grace neighboring halls.
ALUMNI AND PARENTS
it's not too late to register online for Homecoming Weekend events, Sept. 24-27.
We'll have a breakfast honoring the new Heritage Gallery Athletics Hall of
Fame inductees shortly before the grand opening of the new 170-bed East Hall.
The football team has a 1 p.m. showdown with Chapman University, and we're
excited that members of the 1960 national champion baseball team, the early
'60s men's tennis teams, and the classes of 1989, 1999, and 2004 will be back
on campus to celebrate reunions. All details are available at www.whitworth.
eduihomecoming.
We hope to see you Oct. 17 at the annual dessert before Whitworth Theatre's
fall production. Pierre Corneille's The Illusion, adapted by Tony Award-winner
Tony Kushner, will feature Leonard Oakland in the role of the father, Pridam-
ant. Join director Diana Trotter fora dessert conversation before the play. Details
and online registration can be found at www.whitworth.eduialumnievents.
Registration is now open for the jazz reunion Nov. 6-8, celebrating 20 years
of incredible guest-artist concerts. The main event is Saturday, with a reunion
mixer and dessert before the concert by renowned composer and saxophonist
Lee Konitz. All of the details are at www.whitworth.eduijazzreunion.
ATP! PTTCS  
The Whitworth cross-country team opened 2009 at the Whitman Invita-
tional on Sept. 5. The women won the meet, competing against two teams
(Whitman and Lewis-Clark State) ranked higher in the national polls. Tonya
Turner raced to the individual title, while Dana Misterek was third and Joy
Shufeldt was fourth. The Pirate men took third place in the meet, led by Nick
Gallagher's eighth-place finish.
The football team opened with a tough trip to Hardin-Simmons University,
in Texas. Not only was it the longest football trip in school history (over 1,700
miles); it was against the No. 5 team in the preseason DIII poll. The Pirates
led at halftime and fought hard before losing 48-31. Adam Anderson had 229
all-purpose yards.
The women's soccer team opened with a pair of impressive wins in Min-
nesota. The Pirates beat St. Olaf 4-0 in the first game, then defeated Gustavus
Adolphus 1-0 in the second. GAC had scored 16 goals in its first two wins of
the year, and had not allowed a goal. Lindsey Oakes had a goal and an assist
on the weekend.
The Pirate men also played in Minnesota, earning a hard-fought 1-1 tie at
Gustavus Adolphus in their season opener. The Pirates and Gusties have
played twice in the national playoffs, so the close contest was not unexpected.
Freshman Kekoa Mountcastle scored the equalizer in the 89th minute in his
first game as a Pirate. Whitworth plays at St. Thomas today.
After a rough start, the volleyball team finished second at the Colorado
College Pikes Peak Challenge with a 3-1 record in the tournament. Included
in that victory total was a three-set sweep of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. Both
Kaimi Rocha and Ka'ipo Rocha were named to the all-tournament team.
This time of year I like to thank folks who receive Of Mind & Heart
electronically, which helps us be more green and save some green (as in
money). If you want to receive the electronic version, just go to www.whitworth.
eduirnind&heart. The online version of M&H also has links to additional
resources you may find helpful and interesting.
MISCELLANEOUS
This year, U.S. News ranked us No. 6 in its best-values listing and tied
for No. 10 on its list of best master's-level universities among 116 institu-
tions in the 17-state Western Region. We have about a 10-year top 10
streak going, which is nice but not particularly meaningful. You simply cannot
quantify the strength of our mission, faculty or campus culture, and those fac-
tors are especially important in determining whether Whitworth or any other
school is best for a student. Maybe this is why the number of schools refusing
to participate in the U.S. News ranking survey is rising. When you unpack
the rankings, you find helpful data; but a full 4uafferv,#.46.ftmew40-parely
subjective. I suspect we'll keep participating in the survey, but we encourage
folks to recognize the limits of putting a number on the ways in which students
experience a campus.
Because some of my invaluable information suppliers and prompters were gone
when I wrote the summer Mind & Heart, I failed to mention the passing of
beloved faculty member Milton Johnson (Music) June 29. Milton enriched many
students' lives, not to mention the souls of all those who heard his choirs. At
Sunday's Legacy Luncheon (a gathering of alumni whose children are start-
ing their careers at Whitworth), it was clear that faculty members like Milton
never stop blessing their students. Certainly the details of their courses, their
ideas and their challenges will fade over the years. But what never fades is the
light from a faculty member who ignites a fire in the life of a student. In about
45 minutes, hundreds of new student-faculty relationships will begin. And in
about 45 years, these students will return to campus with stories about how
the durable impact of a faculty member never stopped blessing them. We pray
Christ's blessings on all those relationships, and we thank you for your role in
enabling them.
indeart
AN UPDATE FROM WHITWORTH UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON
SUMMER 2009
I hope your summer has been great. Ours has. Our family of four couples and a baby vacationed in Italy and Prague. We'll show you the pictures, or
you can go directly to www.nothingcouldboreusmore.com. It took Asher, the baby, about 20 minutes to turn us into Pavlov's dogs. Smile - get food.
Smile - get picked up. Smile - get new underwear, again. Smile - get entertained watching a grownup act like an idiot. He smiled the whole trip. We
did not smile, however, on a day away from the baby at the Terezin concentration camp, outside of Prague. It was very hard to hold back the tears. Our
emotions spiked as we stood in the place where humanity crushed humanity, where victims were sustained by heroic acts of faith and resolve, where
the ghosts of unspeakable evil still linger. It feels melodramatic to claim this experience as inspiration for Whitworth's mission, but I have thought
about it often since our visit. Our community unites around the noble mission to "honor God, follow Christ and serve humanity." But beyond nobil-
ity, I hope we grasp the urgency of this mission. So much of our world desperately needs hope and redemption. As we prepare for another year, I am
praying that the urgency of our call will keep ringing in our ears. Thank you for your part in educating students to love and serve humanity.
ACADEMICS
One of the reasons I'm confident our students will reflect our mission
is the way their professors engage tough social issues. For example,
two of our political science faculty recently authored op-ed articles
about significant world events. Julia Stronks' piece, which appeared on
the syndicate PeaceVoice and was picked up by newspapers around the
country, addressed the underlying issues in the New Haven firefighters'
case that figured prominently in the conversation surrounding Judge
Sonia Sotomayor's nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court. Patrick Van
Inwegen analyzed the prospects of the mass post-election demonstrations
in Iran to achieve political reform that hasn't been accomplished through
decades of hard-line diplomacy, trade sanctions and military threats. Both
op-eds can be accessed at www.whitworth.edu/news.
In response to growing demand from students and from the surround-
ing community, Whitworth in the Evening will begin offering courses
this fall in Spokane's University District. Our first downtown offering
is a bachelor's degree in organizational management, as well as general
education courses that can be applied to the O.M. degree or to other
degrees offered at our main campus. The courses will be structured in
an evening/weekend format that caters to working adults. For more
information, go to whitworth.edu/downtown.
Our faculty has been active in producing publications this summer: The
Scottish History Society accepted for publication The McCulloch 'Examina-
tions' of the Cambuslang Revival (1742): A Critical Edition, by Keith Beebe
(Theology). • Gordon Jackson (Communication Studies) has published
his fifth book of quotations, The Weather is Here, Wish You Were Beauti-
ful. • The Conservative Resurgence and the Press: The Media's Role in the Rise
of the Right, by Jim McPherson (Communication Studies), is a national
finalist for the Frank Luther Mott/Kappa Tau Alpha Research Award for
the year's best book on journalism and mass communication. • Laurie
Lamon, '78, (English) has published Without Wings, her second volume
of poetry. • I (yes, technically I am a faculty member) am republishing
Leading People from the Middle: The Universal Mission of Heart and Mind. It
should be out by November with iUniverse Press.
Last semester, Mike Ediger (Health Sciences) completed his doctor of
health science degree from Nova Southeastern University. Congratula-
tions, Dr. Ediger!
Faculty Research and Development Committee summer research fel-
lows are conducting research in these diverse areas: Alan Mikkelson, '00
(Communication Studies): the reception of social support in individuals
who have both full sibling and stepsibling relationships; Pamela Corpron
Parker, '81 (English): British literary studies and women's literary history;
Pete Tucker, '91 (Computer Science): a general-purpose stream-processing
system for Whitworth; Kirk Westre (Kinesiology): teaching health and
fitness using the model of servant-leadership.
Faculty Research and Development Committee summer development
grants are supporting the following projects: Kerry Breno (Chemistry)
is examining water-soluble catalysts central to the development of new
green technologies. Scott Kolbo (Art) is creating artworks that continue
his explorations of human nature and society, with a focus on life in Spo-
kane's West Central neighborhood. Rich Schatz (Economics &. Business)
continues his research on economic development in Sarawak, focusing on
the rapid growth of Indonesian migrant labor in the agricultural sector.
Patrick Van Inwegen (Political Science) is participating in a field seminar
in China, sponsored by the Asian Studies Development Program.
At the May Dean's Brunch, these faculty members were recognized
by their peers for outstanding teaching: Academic Mentoring Award:
Heather Rogers (Economics & Business); Collaborative Teaching Award:
Keith Wyma (Philosophy); Dean's Junior Faculty Award: Patrick Van
Inwegen (Political Science); Innovative Teaching Award: Brooke Kiener, '99
(Theatre); Contingent FacultyAward: John Hengesh (Economics & Business).
We received a $60,000 grant from the Herbert B. Jones Foundation
for support of the Business Plan Competition that also includes Gonzaga
University. Rhosetta Rhodes, '99, (Service-Learning) received a grant from
Washington Campus Compact for a dropout-prevention summit. Two
students will use Gilman Scholarships to study abroad next fall: Rebecca
Schofstoll in China and Pam Anderson in Chile. Four graduating seniors
won awards at the annual meeting of the Western Psychological Association
last spring: Amber Kraft, Christina Froese, Nicole Holland and Natalie
Ervin won Psi Chi Regional Awards for their fine work.
Both faculty and students are involved in summer undergraduate re-
search. Drew Budner (Chemistry) is working with Devin Merrill, '10, and
Emilio Sulpizio, '11, developing Prussian blue modified electrochemical
sensors to detect hydrogen peroxide. Susan Mabry (Computer Science) and
Betty Williams (Education/Lindaman Chair) are working with Zachary
Hunter, '11, and Amy Watts, '10, to develop computer software to aid
physicians in the early diagnosis of autism and to continue development
of a website to help parents assess treatment options found on the Inter-
net. Sarah Johnson and Cameron Stroyan, both '10, are working with
Deanna Ojennus (Chemistry) to identify post-translational modifications
and important interactions involved in yeast vacuolar ATPase Assembly.
Deanna is collaborating with Finn Pond (Biology), and Michael Harms,
'11, and Josiah Ward, '10, to examine the structural characterization of
R body proteins. Kamesh Sankaran (Physics) and students Marc Rollins,
'12, and Evan Staley, '11, are researching confinement, acceleration and
detachment of charged particles in magnetic nozzles for spacecraft pro-
pulsion, using a grant from the Washington Space Consortium funded
by NASA; Richard Stevens (Physics) is working with Lucas Brower and
Robert Aldridge, both '11, to relocate Whitworth's observatory from the
Johnston Science Center to the Verbrugge property, north of Spokane,
away from the light pollution of the city. Pete Tucker (Computer Science) is
working with David Jackson, '11, and Andy Throgmorton, '10, to develop
Whitstream, a data-stream management system.
ENROLLMENT
Our fall '09 freshman class of 570 will be the largest entering class in
Whitworth's history. It's a good thing we have a new residence hall. Be-
cause of this large class, we plan to admit fewer students for fall 2010. If
you know high school seniors who are considering Whitworth, urge them
to apply early. Many of our best students come to Whitworth through
referrals from friends.
STUDENT LIFE
Whitworth relies very heavily on its student leaders. We hire good
students, train them well, give them significant responsibilities, and let
them lead. During this year's Orientation Weekend, student leaders will
introduce the incoming class to Whitworth traditions. I'm hoping this
means I won't be cast as the kind of goofball I have portrayed (brilliantly,
of course) for the past 16 orientations. We'll see.
RESOURCES
We have closed the books on Fiscal Year 2008-09. We're very thankful
that in the midst of global financial struggles, so many of you continued
to include Whitworth in your giving. Our Whitworth Fund totals were
lower than we'd budgeted, but we ended the year in the black by limiting
spending in other areas. The number of alumni donors also dropped a bit
this past year, but signs of life in the economy give us hope that all of you
who support us so faithfully will regain your financial footing.
We've crossed the 10 percent mark in funds contributed for the new
$30 million-plus biology/chemistry building. At 63,000 square feet, this
is the largest and most expensive academic building ever undertaken for
Whitworth students. We are encouraged that our original cost estimates
have dropped by 20 percent, but we aren't exactly crossing the finish line.
I think this is going to be a great year of support and that we will have a
big hole in the ground next year at this time. If you're able to help make
this important project a reality, please contact the advancement team at
800.532.4668 or development@whitworth.edu.
After 12 years of making extensive contributions to Whitworth's fi-
nancial well-being, Vice President for Institutional Advancement Kristi
Burns is sensing God's call to express her abundant gifts in a different
kind of ministry, likely one in which she can be more directly involved
in helping people grow in Christ. This is a big loss for Whitworth. More
than anyone, Kristi has built the advancement program we have today.
Fortunately, her warm influence on the Whitworth community will not
be completely lost. She is married to faculty member Jack Burns, a popular
and fun-loving professor of leadership studies, who will be less likely now
to introduce himself as "Mr. Kristi Burns." Now that I think about it, I
take that back; Jack will still claim he's Mr. Kristi.
ATHLETICS
Whitworth's men's track and field teams swept the Team of the Year
awards given by the U.S. Track and Field and Cross Country Coaches
Association. The awards are based on the combination of cumulative
team grade point average and national finish. The Pirates carried a team
GPA of 3.327 through the spring. Whitworth finished third at the 2009
NCAA Division III Indoor Track and Field Championships and sixth at
the 2009 outdoor championships. In addition, the Whitworth women
posted the second-highest team GPA in the country (3.641) in 2009.
Eight Whitworth baseball players are participating in summer develop-
mental leagues. J.R. Jarrell, Mitch Nelson and Marlowe Peter are playing
in the Boise Summer League; Ryan Reitmeier and Chris Bartenhagen
are participating in the Arizona Collegiate League; and Andrew Durant,
Tom Banta and Liam O'Brien are competing in the West Coast League.
Whitworth running back Adam Anderson has been named to the
Preseason All-America Second Team by D3football.com. Adam led the
nation last year in all-purpose yards and scored a record 25 touchdowns.
Whitworth was proud to host the swimming events of the 29th National
Veterans Wheelchair Games this summer. Fifty swimmers were among
about 600 veterans from around the world who competed. It was great to
cheer on these extraordinary athletes to whom we owe such an enormous
debt of gratitude for their service and sacrifice.
ALUMNI
We continue to hear from alumni and friends who were touched by
legendary Whitworth professors Clem Simpson and Fenton Duvall,
both of whom passed away in the past year. These tributes are so warm and
inspiring that we've developed a way to share them with the Whitworth
community. Simply go to www.whitworth.edu/simpsonduvall and click
on the "Share a Memory" button.
On Sept. 12, alumni, parents and friends in the L.A. area are welcome to
join us as we watch the Pirates take on the La Verne Leopards in football.
Light refreshments will be available at halftime. Kickoff is at 11:30 a.m.
Homecoming, Sept. 24-27, will be a wonderf ul weekend of celebration as
alumni and donors get their first look at Whitworth's new East Residence
Hall. All alumni are welcome to join in an ultimate Frisbee tournament
that pits current students againsralumni teams. We'll celebrate 10-year
and 20-year class reunions, and we'll welcome members of the Class of
2004 and members of the early '60s men's tennis teams and the 1960
national champion baseball team for reunion gatherings. Up-to-date
information on these and other Homecoming events is available online
at www.whitworth.edu/homecoming.
All jazz alumni and fans are invited back to Spokane the weekend of Nov.
6-8 to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the Whitworth Jazz Ensemble
guest-artist concerts. Join us for a special performance by composer and
alto saxophonist Lee Konitz at Spokane's Martin Woldson Theater at The
Fox, on Saturday, Nov. 7. See www.whitworth.edu/jazzreunion for info
about additional activities that will take place throughout the weekend.
Save the date now, as Kathie Koopmans-Neir, '64, and her team have
been working tirelessly to recruit for a mid-'60s reunion the weekend
of June 25-27, 2010. The reunion will be held on campus, and if you're
interested in singing in the reunion choir, please contact Peggy (Kim)
Burrough, '64, at pkburrough@msn.com or 253.922.1642. More to come.
Thanks to current and former parents, alumni, current students and
friends of Whitworth, we hit a record high of 25 Summer Send-Offs
this year hosting more than 420 guests, including incoming students and
their families. It's great to be able to welcome students in their neck of the
woods before the legendary welcome we give at Orientation Weekend.
Whitworth parents are invited to stay In the Loop through our eponymous
quarterly online newsletter just for parents. To receive this newsletter,
make sure that we have your updated e-mail address. You can send updates
to parents@whitworth.edu.
It usually happens suddenly. It hits all of us who work here. And it always
involves students. We'll be sulking over the demise of summer when our
adrenaline glands erupt. This year it happened at 10 a.m. on July 29. I was
in the car. I thought about the Saturday when freshmen arrive. I smiled
out loud, if you can do that. Maybe the rush hit me because the night
before I ran into two sisters at the Denver airport who arrived on campus
as freshmen in the early '90s. They are today what this year's freshmen will
be in 2028, and they are flourishing. This is going to be a great year. In a
month, we will be unable to conceal the joy of our calling as we welcome
another new group of Whitworthians. Sweet.
